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Minutes from the Ordinary Parish Council meeting held on 12th March 2020, 7.30pm at                   St Michael’s Church Hall. 
PRESENT:  Parish Councillors; Chairman – Geoff Uren (GU), Peter Cozens (PJC), Hazel Allinson (HA),  Leigh Cresswell (LC) and Tim Simpson (TS).
Also present: Vicky Spiers (VS) the Clerk, Alex Beveridge and 16 members of the public.

1.  CHAIRMAN’S WELCOME AND APOLOGIES FOR ABSENCE
GU welcomed everyone to the meeting. 
Apologies for absence received and accepted from Jason Charman, Laura Rawnsley, District Cllrs Paul Clarke, Diana van der Klugt and Brian Donnelly and County Cllr Paul Marshall.
2. CO-OPTION OF NEW COUNCILLOR
Alex Beveridge gave a brief statement has to why he would like to join APC.  Councillors undertook a paper ballot and unanimously voted to co-opt Alex onto the Council.  Alex signed his Declaration of Acceptance of Office and joined the councillors.
3. PUBLIC ADJOURNMENT TO TAKE COMMENTS FROM THE FLOOR

Richard Robinson spoke about a contingency plan for Amberley for the coronavirus, it was noted that Hazel Allinson and Jenny Toynbee have identified households with vulnerable or elderly residents who may need extra support, Lee from the village shop has ordered hand sanitizer and a dispenser to go outside of the shop, the school has been contacted and Ray Jackson confirmed they are taking advice from the Department of Education, Philip Greenwood has emailed all the drivers of the minibus for their views on continuing with the bus timetable, Jenny Robinson has spoken to the three pubs regarding their plans.  Lee and AGNES are going to work together on a leaflet which will be delivered to every household in the Parish.  A list of volunteers is being drawn up.  Jenny will co-ordinate an action plan. The PC offered to support in whatever way it can.

Sue Belgrave has been running a climate change group in Amberley since July 2019 and brought three requests to the PC; (1) that a member of the PC becomes attached to the climate group so there is a more formal link (2) would like to know that APC is supporting the group’s initiatives (3) that there is an agenda item for climate initiatives etc. for every PC meeting to keep the momentum going.  GU thanked Sue and advised that the PC would review these requests under item 11 on the agenda.

It was also noted that the refuse workers are looking in recycling bins and if it is contaminated, they will not take it.

4. DECLARATION OF INTEREST FOR ITEMS ON THE AGENDA
None
5. AGREEMENT OF MINUTES OF THE PREVIOUS MEETING HELD ON 9th JANUARY 2020
The minutes were agreed by Councillors and signed by the Chairman as a true record.
6. REPORT FROM COUNTY AND DISTRICT COUNCILLORS
No report for this meeting.
7. BURY PARISH COUNCIL – PLANS FOR THE FERRYMAN’S BRIDGE
GU advised that Karen Davis from Bury PC could no longer attend, he advised that she had asked for APC’s support to see if we can co-operate with Bury PC on a project for a Ferryman’s Bridge, a foot crossing where the ferry used to run between the two riverbanks, linking up the two villages to provide a direct footpath between Bury and Amberley.  Part of the funding for this would come from a village lottery that Bury are hoping to set up, whereby the earnings would be divided with a third going to the churches in the Arun Benefice, a third to the village school and a third into community projects.  GU stated that this was something that Amberley could perhaps look at setting up too once he had more details from Karen.  There was also the suggestion of a village social event for Bury and Amberley.
A resident advised that originally the bridge further down the river was supposed to be by the Ferryman’s crossing but got moved so it linked up with the South Downs Way. 
8. CAR PARK LEASE FROM HDC
This had been sent to the councillors prior to the meeting for review, following a discussion and a vote,  it was agreed that the PC would go back to HDC and ask for the lease to be for a period of 7 years renewable thereafter if they don’t get planning permission.
9.  MATTERS ARISING FROM THE PREVIOUS MINUTES
(a) Traffic Road Order on B2139 by Turnpike Cottage– GU and LR had a meeting with Cllr Paul Marshall, Charles Shaw, Matt Davey (WSCC Highways & Transport Director) and Stephen Douglas (WSCC Traffic Officer) to discuss the B2139 in general through Houghton and Amberley Parishes. LR had sent notes from the meeting to councillors prior to the PC meeting.  Main points to note that unfortunately a footpath cannot be provided along the B2139 through Houghton to the railway station as the road is too narrow.  It was agreed that a Traffic Restriction Order for the B2139 from Whiteways to Storrington to limit to exclude any vehicle over 7.5 tonnes would be applied for jointly between APC and Houghton Parish meeting.  Paul Marshall advised he would also discuss enforcement of this with Katy Bourne.  A resident pointed out that this could affect the oil lorries and agricultural vehicles which need access. 
 (b) Community Highways Scheme for Rackham Road – the Clerk confirmed that this had been submitted to WSCC.  
(c) Community Speedwatch in Amberley – currently waiting for the police to assess Rackham Road to see if this is suitable for a CSW group.  Other locations in Houghton and Amberley have already been agreed.  Houghton has volunteers.  Steve and Cyndy Kennett both volunteered as well.  The Speedwatch equipment has been bought and it was agreed to share this with Houghton. 

7. COMMITTEE REPORTS
(a) Planning –
The list of current planning applications is as follows;
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(b) Roads and Paths – No report for this meeting.

c) Assets and Amenities – HA advised that the hedge at Hurst Cottages playground has been cut.  Funding of £750 was applied for through CLC micro fund for the new noticeboard for Newland Gardens, they awarded us a disappointing £200.  HA investigating other sources of funding.

 
 (d) Amberley Neighbourhood Plan delivery – TS advised the committee was still focused on securing funding.  £75,000 has been applied for from Community Infrastructure Levy (CIL) funding from the SDNPA Strategic Infrastructure fund, should know April/May if we have been successful.

Strawberry Villas application (now approved) will provide CIL money estimated to be around £45,000 (the 25% the Parish gets by law).   Building work to start approx. August/September 2020.
An application for £75,000 has also been made to UK Government’s Rural Development Programme for Tourism.  This is a fund specifically targeted at tourism infrastructure and facilities.  Our expression of interest form has been accepted, now need to complete a full application, which needs to include support from local businesses.

GU said that the PC needs volunteers who have skills in fund raising, Jeff Feakins volunteered to help. Tim Simpson will follow up with Jeff Feakins. The Chairman thanked Jeff for agreeing to help.

 (e) Finance – All the necessary documents were approved and signed.  The financial statement for the period up to 12th March was produced and agreed.
The financial statement is as follows;
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11. AMBERLEY CLIMATE CHANGE INITIATIVE
Following a discussion, it was agreed that Hazel would be the APC liaison with the Amberley climate change group, Alex and GU also offered their support and said they would like to attend meetings.
It was agreed that APC would add links/info on PC website to support the Group, Sue to let the Clerk have details.
It was agreed that a committee report of the climate change group would be added to the agenda for each meeting and Hazel or Alex would provide an update.  A separate agenda item could be added if there is a specific issue/topic.

12. INFORMATION ITEMS
The Clerk advised that the PC’s internal audit was booked for 12th May.
13. PARISHIONER’S CORRESPONDENCE AND REQUESTS FOR DONATIONS
The current list is as follows;
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Regarding the request from the Children’s Air Ambulance to place a textile recycling bin in the village, HA advised that the school already collect old clothes.  It was agreed to write to the charity to ask them where they operate and suggest they apply for a donation instead.

Agreed to pay the Kent. Surrey and Sussex Air Ambulance £250.
Agreed to move the £50 AiRS subscription in the 2020/21 budget over to donations.

14.  EXTERNAL MEETINGS ATTENDED BY COUNCILLORS
HA attended a Rural Services Network Roadshow; they are lobbying the government to provide better deals/facilities for rural communities.  They have a website where you can sign up showing your support, HA will circulate details on Listserve.
GU attended to SDNPA viticulture workshop with Grahame Joseph, run by consultants for the wine industry who are advising the SDNPA on what they think their policy should be.  GU advised they had raised concerns over the lack of communication between some of  the large wine producers and the local communities. The Chairman also brought attention to  wine companies buying redundant farms and not utilising all of the available land, leading to a loss of productivity.  Another concern raised was that wine production did not contribute jobs to the local economy, and financial trickle-down was not apparent in rural communities. It was agreed that APC would invite Nyetimber to another PC meeting.
PJC had attended a HALC meeting, he advised that WSCC have set up a ‘what if’ resilience team, this includes implementing a climate pledge, they are willing to come out to talk to Groups and Parish Councils.
GU & TS attended a Rural Development Programme for England workshop which focused on tourism in rural areas. Their attendance was to explore the process for securing RDPE funding for the Car Park.

15. TO NOTE THE DATE OF THE NEXT MEETING
12th May 2020 at 7.30pm, subject to further updates due to coronavirus.

GU closed the meeting at 9.28pm.

Vicky Spiers – Clerk to Amberley Parish Council 
16th March 2020      
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SDNP/18/05224/FUL

LAND EAST OF RIVERSIDE CARAVAN PARK-  Retention of timber 

storage shed mounted on blocks

Amberley Parish Council supports this application but as the building was erected      without planning 

permission we would like to see a couple of conditions added to the    

 Approval Decision in that the structure should only be used for agriculture purposes and that the structure sh

ould be removed if it  

was no longer needed for agriculture purposes (we understand the applicant has indicated a  

willingness to accept the former condition).  DECISION PENDING WITH HDC

SDNP/19/04886/FUL

STRAWBERRY VILLAS -  Resubmission of planning application 

SDNP/18/05657/FUL for the development of 14 new residential 

dwellings consisting 2No. one bedroom and 3No. two bedroom 

apartments, 1No. two bedroom,5 No. three bedroom, and 3 No. 

four bedroom dwellings; ecological corridors and landscape 

buffer, open space and landscaping.

APPLICATION IN PROGRESS WITH SDNPA - Planning SDNPA hearing committee meeting being held on 16th 

January 2020 to determine, APC will be speaking at the meeting. APC continue to support the provision of 

housing at a discounted market rate for this site but are opposed to a shared equity solution mananged by a 

Housing Association as there is no identifiable need.  APPLICATION APPROVED BY SDNPA

SDNP/19/05087/HOUS

NO.4 DREWITTS FARM - Erection of single storey side extension, 

single storey link to summer room 

APPLICATION IN PROGRESS - Amberley Parish Council objects to the planning application.    

This development has a complex planning history with many proposals and refusals  

resulting in an approval that was considered to be the maximum development for this site.   

For this reason, all permitted development rights were withdrawn “in the interests of visual  

amenity”.  Extensions were specifically mentioned.  We see no compelling reason why this  

view should be changed.  

Furthermore, as shown in the attached drawings at least part of the proposed extension  

extends beyond the settlement boundary designated in the Amberley Neighbourhood Plan  

that was made in June 2017 and now adopted into the South Downs Local Plan (see  

attached diagram).  This is a further indication of over‐development.    

Amberley Parish Council believes this application should be refused for the reasons above.    

Turning to the details, however, we note that the plans indicate several roof lights. These  

are problematic for the South Downs Dark Skies Policy.  If, contrary to our views above, this  

application is approved the conditions should be imposed to mitigate light pollution.   APPLICATION 

APPROVED

SDNP/19/05443/HOUS

39 HURST COTTAGES - Erection of a two storey side and single 

storey rear extension

Amberley Parish Council generally supports this application but objects to the roof lantern in  

the Garden Room as it contravenes Dark Sky policies EN 6.1 and EN 6.2 of our Neighbourhood  

Plan.  We note that this room will have extensive glazing in the elevations, which renders the  

roof lantern unnecessary.  APPLICATION APPROVED

SDNP/19/05997/HOUS

2 NEW BARN COTTAGE - Erection of a single storey side 

extension

We think the Baseline Assessment Checklist seems to have a lot of "N/A” answers which we think should be 

better explained. For example, the answer to the Landscape Assessment is “N/A”, when some analysis 

should surely be provided.  DECISION PENDING WITH HDC

SDNP/20/00386/HOUS

CROSSGATE HOUSE - Demolition of existing single storey 

extension to west of main house, porch and rear single storey 

lean-to, and construction of two storey extension together with 

replacement roof to double garage, new garage door and 

replacement decked area to rear.

One other point, the proposed materials include “PVC”, which presumably means plastic windows and/or 

doors. Stella New (SDNPA Planning team) objected to this in the new Strawberry Villas development, so for 

consistency it should not be allowed in this instance either.

APC objects to this development on the grounds that the mass of the proposed extension is too large for this 

site overlooking the Wildbrooks and will make the building too prominent.  The extent of glazing proposed is 

excessive and is likely to contravene to SDNP Dark Skies Policy as well as further increasing the prominence 

of the building when viewed from the Wildbrooks.  For similar reasons the extension of the decking is 

discouraged by PADS and should be resisted.

APPLICATION IN PROGRESS WITH HDC

SDNP/19/5270/OUT

PICKWICK - Outline Planning application with all matters 

reserved for a development of up to nine units of various sizes 

with the demolition of the existing dwelling, swimming pool 

building and garages.

This is the third application relating to this site; APC has some remaining concerns.  The site is not designated 

site in the Amberley Neighbourhood Plan and, despite being within the settlement boundary, the scale of the 

development proposed disqualifies it from meeting the criteria for a windfall site under Policy HD6 of the NP 

and would constitute arbitary subdivision of land contrary to factor 4 of HD6.  Therefore, the site has not 

been assessed as a development site.  Taking into account the recently approved development at Strawberry 

Villas and other new building within the village at Drewitt's Farm, the requirement for new dwellings assessed 

under the neighbourhood planning process has already been met.  This proposal is a makor development by 

the main road at the entrance to the village when approaching from Storrington and will figure prominently 

in views from the Downs.  We would note that there is no direct access to the village without walking along 

the main road.  There is also no easy access to the Millennium Green.  As this is an application for outime 

permission, we reserve comments on the style and mix of housing proposed, the access on to the B2139 and 

for emergency vehicles, and additional drainage required, but we will make submissions on these issues if a 

full application is forthcoming.

SDNP/19/05534/HOUS

WOODYBANKS - Removal of existing 2.5m high dying privet 

hedge and erection of a 2m fence with beach hedge in front WITH APC PLANNING COMMITTEE FOR COMMENT
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AMBERLEY PARISH COUNCIL – FINANCIAL STATEMENT FOR PERIOD  09/01/2020 to 12/03/2020

Current account balance as at 9th January 2020  12,663.45 £      

Receipts since 9th January 2020:

None

SUB-TOTAL £0.00 12,663.45 £          

Cheques presented or BACS payments since 9th January 2020:

BACS 30/01/2020SSALC - Parish Online Mapping annual subscription 27.00 £              

BACS 31/01/2020V Spiers - Clerks Jan 20 salary and expenses 1,035.76 £        

BACS 31/01/2020NEST - Employee & Employer pension contributions for Jan 20 76.23 £              

BACS 27/11/2019HMRC - PAYE and Employee & Employer NI contributions for Jan 20 127.26 £            

BACS 06/02/2020Vision ICT - annual payment for website hosting/support and 9 email addresses 524.40 £            

BACS 13/02/2020Community Speedwatch Equipment - starter kit 549.17 £            

BACS 28/02/2020NEST - Employee & Employer pension contributions for Feb 20 52.75 £              

BACS 28/02/2020V Spiers - Clerks Feb 20 salary and expenses 812.51 £            

BACS 02/03/2020Savills - rent for use of football field (6 months) 150.00 £            

BACS 05/03/2020HDC - emptying of litter bin from April - June 20 41.34 £              

BACS 09/03/2020J Charman (reimbursed to V Spiers) for hedge cutting (recreation ground/Crofts path/Ruffs path) 175.00 £            

BACS 09/03/2020DJ Campbell cutting of Hurst Cottage playground 200.00 £            

SUB-TOTAL 3,771.42 £         8,892.03 £             

Cheques issued but not presented to date:

None - £                  

SUB-TOTAL - £                   8,892.03 £             

Cheques to be signed at this meeting:

None - £                  

SUB-TOTAL - £                   8,892.03 £             

Current account balance available after 12th March 2020: 8,892.03 £        

This includes a total of £945.60 which is Grant money for specified projects under Operation Watershed.
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Date received Summary Action Councillor 

involved?

Resolved

Sep-18 Resident has asked for several 

stiles on footpaths in the Parish to 

be replaced with kissing gates

Nyetimber now own this land. The WSCC PROW officer for the area has written to them.  It is understood that by the 

side of the stiles there is alternative access via a gate.  This is now with Nyetimber to decide.

GU and JC Ongoing

Aug-19 Resident v concerned regarding 

overgrown hedge along B2139 by 

Corner House

JC has met with Highways to discuss UKPN part of the hedge, Highways have written to UKPN again.  The Castle have 

cut back their part of the hedge on 23rd Sept. Highways have written to UKPN again. Awaiting an update.

JC Ongoing

Jan-20 Resident concerned that rubber 

matting over railway line is 

deteriorating

Clerk has referred to PROW team who have written to Network Rail

Mar-20 Resident has suggested a 

contingency plan to be drawn up

Jenny and Richard Robinson have volunteered to take forward GU

Feb-20 Letter from Children's Air 

Ambulance asking if they can 

place a recycling bin for textiles in 

the village

HA and GU dealing

Mar-20 Email from AiRS who will no 

longer be charging £50 

membership fee, have asked if we 

would still pay as a donation

Councillors to decide at meeting


