

AMBERLEY PARISH COUNCIL

Minutes from the Ordinary Parish Council meeting held on 11th July 2019, 7.30pm at St Michael’s Church Hall.
PRESENT:  Parish Councillors – Acting Chairman - Jason Charman (JC), Leigh Cresswell (LC), Peter Cozens (PJC), Hazel Allinson (HA), Abigail Rice (AR) and Tim Simpson (TS) and Geoff Conlon (GC)
[bookmark: _GoBack]Also present: Vicky Spiers (VS) the Clerk, County Cllr Paul Marshall, District Cllr Diana Van der Klugt, District Cllr Brian Donnelly, Trevor Tupper (Secretary and Treasurer of the West Sussex Rail Users Assoc) and 5 members of the public.

1.  APOLOGIES FOR ABSENCE
Apologies for absence received and accepted from Geoff Uren, Laura Rawnsley and District Cllr Paul Clarke.
Item 5 was moved up the agenda
5. REPORT/UPDATE FROM TREVOR TUPPER ON THE WORK OF THE WEST SUSSEX RAIL USERS ASSOCIATION (WSRUA) 
Trevor advised that WSRUA has 150 members, 20 residents from Amberley joined last year amidst all the timetable changes and he would urge them to renew.  Currently Amberley station sees 50,000 to 60,000 passengers a year, which is a low number of passengers, he felt the Amberley Museum greatly contributed to the use of the station.  He advised that the majority of daily users come from Storrington or West Chiltington as there is free parking at the station.
WSRUA are currently trying to secure a half hourly service on a Saturday for Amberley.
Trevor mentioned that there is a Passenger Benefit Fund which is providing funding for amenities at stations such as seating and shelters.  WWSRUA have applied for additional seating at Amberley and Rowena Tyler (Community Officer of the Sussex Community Rail Partnership) has put in a request for funding to re-open the toilets at the station, Trevor said that these have been closed for 30 years so will need a complete refurbishment.
A resident asked if the fund could be used to raise the platform at the station, Trevor advised that infrastructure work is not included, this will be down to Network Rail but will be a very low priority for them.
JC thanked Trevor for his informative talk and Trevor left the meeting at 8pm.
2. PUBLIC ADJOURNMENT TO TAKE COMMENTS FROM THE FLOOR
No comments
3. DECLARATION OF INTEREST FOR ITEMS ON THE AGENDA
None
4. AGREEMENT OF MINUTES OF THE PREVIOUS MEETING HELD ON 16th MAY 2019
It was noted that on Page 2, paragraph 2, line 2 that ‘county’ should be replaced with ‘district’ the minutes were agreed by Councillors and signed by the Chairman as a true record.
Item 5 was moved up the agenda
6. REPORT FROM COUNTY AND DISTRICT COUNCILLORS
Cllr Paul Marshall advised that he had spoken to WSCC Highways regarding lorries hitting the railway bridge on the B2139, Highways are satisfied that there is sufficient warning signage, so would not take any further action.  Paul also responded regarding the re-painting of white lines in the village, (the Parish Council had been trying to get these re-painted and were told categorically by a previous Highways Steward that they would not be done the Traffic Officer for WSCC Highways had confirmed that whilst the re-painting of the white lines fell outside of their ‘Safety Plus-Guidance’ work he felt that a valid safety issue was present and secured the budget for the work to be done.
Paul also mentioned the £28m further budget cuts that WSCC needs to make, a range of options are being considered with the final decision being made in September.
JC asked Paul if Michael Norris was still the Highways Steward for this area as he was waiting a response regarding the cat eyes being re-installed along the B2139, Paul will check with Highways.

A resident asked Paul if anything could be done regarding reducing the speed limit to 30mph by the South Downs Way crossing and along the B2139, several residents have been clipped by vehicle wing mirrors when walking round the bend opposite the Museum.  JC advised that the overgrown vegetation on this bend was being cut back by the owner this weekend (13-14th July). The resident asked if average speed cameras could be used or a sign that flashes your speed.  Paul advised the Parish Council to consider submitting a Traffic Road Order, it was noted that only a couple of these are agreed for action by WSCC each year, but Paul as County Councillor would back our proposal.
Village gates were also discussed with a difference in opinion by the attending residents as to if they were effective in reducing speed of the traffic.

Cllr Diana van der Klugt stated that the SDNPA Local Plan had been adopted from 2nd July 2019, all planning applications will now be reviewed under policies from this Plan and not the Horsham Local Plan of 2007.  Diana is also on the SDNPA board and planning committee.
A resident raised that walkers have said that there are not enough seats on the South Downs Way – it was noted that this needs to be raised directly to SDNPA.

Cllr Paul Marshall left the meeting at 8.30pm

Cllr Brian Donnelly mentioned the Mayfield housing development between Henfield and Mid-Sussex which would see approx. 7000 houses being built and potentially a development at Adversane for 3000 new houses.

7.  MATTERS ARISING FROM THE PREVIOUS MINUTES
(a) Ham Piece – The Clerk advised that this was now being rented to Mr & Mrs Tester on a 6-month lease by APC.  Longer term the Council may look to sell this asset, the Clerk is currently awaiting the title deed documentation from HM Land Registry.
(b) Lorries hitting railway bridge on B2139 – see item 6
(c) Re-painting of white lines in the village – see item 6

8. COMMITTEE REPORTS
(a) Planning –
The list of current planning applications is as follows;
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PJC stated that where APC have asked for conditions to be added to Decision Notices that HDC were taking notice and in the majority adding these in.
PJC advised the original application for Pickwick was withdrawn and a new application has been submitted to demolish the existing building and replace with 9 new dwellings, the application has been called in by the SDNPA.  PJC said APC need to be even handed reviewing this application as we are supporting the Strawberry Villas development, there are however some issues over access, drainage and design – he will be discussing with SDNPA.
(b) Roads and Paths – JC advised most of the current issues had already been mentioned.  The pothole outside Southdown House in the High Street has finally been repaired.  He has cut some large brambles down opposite the playground entrance, this overgrowth is coming from a field owned by Nyetimber – the Clerk has notified them.  JC reminded that WSCC only cut paths on a 15-month rota and he tries to keep them passable in between these cuts.  Homeowners reminded of their responsibility to cut back any overgrowth that is overhanging path, roads or pavements.
c) Assets and Amenities – HA advised that we are down 27 rabbits in the cricket field, the pest controller is out again tonight.  However, the vacant burrows are being filled by rabbits from neighbouring fields (owned by Nyetimber and the UKPN) – Clerk to write to both to see if they will work with us.
The Nursery Rhyme unit in Hurst Cottages playground has been repainted.  Following the annual inspection of both playgrounds there is some further maintenance required which will be done shortly.
 (d) Village Bus – GC had submitted a report prior to the meeting advising that both income and expenditure had eased down over the year.  The Monday bus trial journey to Storrington and Pulborough is going well with residents using the route (the trial is due to finish in August), the number of passengers travelling to Bognor is down slightly.
 (e) Amberley Neighbourhood Plan delivery – TS advised that the main area of focus is the village car park, on the verge of getting the planning permission approved. The archaeological survey showed no archaeological features which means an excavation is not required.  The two water vole surveys undertaken by an ecologist showed no evidence of water voles.  Next step will be finding the funding, £75,000 has already been applied for via SDNPA CIL funding – currently still waiting to hear the outcome.
9. FINANCIAL REPORT  
All the necessary documents were approved and signed.  The financial statement for the period up to 11th July 2019 was produced and agreed.
The financial statement is as follows;
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10. INTERNAL AUDIT REPORT – TO BE NOTED BY COUNCILLORS
Councillors noted the report.

Cllrs Brian Donnelly and Diana van der Klugt left the meeting at 9.05pm

11. UPDATE ON SPEEDING AND TRAFFIC ISSUES IN THE PARISH
Laura Rawnsley (LR) could not make the meeting but had sent a report, advising she is liaising with Dr Shaw who runs the Houghton Parish meeting, there is the possibility of a joint Community Speedwatch (CSW) with Houghton and Amberley but a suitable place for volunteers to stand needs to be found and assessed by Sussex Police first.
A resident asked if Crossgates was included in this issue, JC advised that LR was focusing on the B2139.  The resident advised that she has very serious concerns regarding speeding through Crossgates, certain times of the day are worse – the morning (work start time) and after the pub shuts, she feels it is predominantly residents who are speeding.  She asked the PC if anything could be done, JC advised that unfortunately CSW would not be an option as there are no pavements for the volunteers to stand on.  The installation of traffic calming methods such as pinch points or sleeping policeman were discussed.  It was agreed that the resident would speak to her neighbours to see if they would be in agreement to either of these.  JC will also meet with the resident to discuss further.

12. DISCUSSION ON LOCAL BUSINESS NETWORKING EVENT                                                                         AR advised that she would like to run a local business event to look at any issues local businesses have and to get them to collaborate to resolve them, she will look into in more detail and have a report to bring to the next PC meeting.

13. RISK ASSESSMENT – TO BE NOTED BY COUNCILLORS
Councillors noted the risk assessment.

14. INFORMATION ITEMS
The Clerk advised that SALC have issued training passports for Councillors, each time a Councillor attends a SALC training course they receive a stamp, the PC with the most stamps at the end of the year will win SALC vouchers to put towards further training, it was agreed that the Clerk would keep the passports until they were required.

15. CORRESPONDENCE AND REQUESTS FOR DONANTIONS
There have been no donation requests.

The current list of parishioner queries is as follows;
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16.  EXTERNAL MEETINGS ATTENDED BY COUNCILLORS
PJC attended a HALC meeting where there was an annual update on GDPR.

17. TO NOTE THE DATE OF THE NEXT MEETING
12th September 2019 at 7.30pm.

JC closed the meeting at 9.30pm




Vicky Spiers – Clerk to Amberley Parish Council 
16th July 2019      
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SDNP/18/05224/FUL

LAND EAST OF RIVERSIDE CARAVAN PARK-  Retention of timber 

storage shed mounted on blocks

Amberley Parish Council supports this application but as the building was erected     

 without planning permission we would like to see a couple of conditions added to the    

 Approval Decision in that the structure should only be used for agriculture purposes and that the

 structure should be removed if it  

was no longer needed for agriculture purposes (we understand the applicant has indicated a  

willingness to accept the former condition).  DECISION PENDING WITH HDC

SDNP/19/00883/HOUS

SKY BARN - erection of a single storey front extension APC had no objections.  APPLICATION APPROVED BY HDC

SDNP/19/01392/HOUS

THE THATCHED HOUSE - Erection of a single storey rear 

extension, internal alterations and window changes to dwelling 

Amberley Parish Council has no objections subject to the  

consideration of PADS and the conservation area.  APPLICATION IN PROGRESS WITH HDC

SDNP/19/01313/FUL

LAND SOUTH OF EAST STREET FARM- Creation of a community 

car park on part of an existing empty field. 

Application submitted by APC.  APPLICATION IN PROGRESS WITH SDNPA

SDNP/19/01638/HOUS

East Street Farm - Internal opening to connect dining room and 

kitchen, conversion of adjacent outbuilding to study and utility 

with link hall, relocation of oil tank

APC had no objections.  APPLICATION APPROVED BY HDC

SDNP/19/01464/HOUS

COURTYARD COTTAGE - Demolition of existing conservatory and 

erection of single storey rear extension 

 Amberley Parish Council notes that whilst there is no written  

description regarding a roof lantern it appears that one is planned, this may result in upward  

light leakage.  Given the SDNPA and Amberley’s Dark Skies policy it may be prudent to make  

mitigation of this a condition of approval.  APPLICATION APPROVED BY HDC

SDNP/19/02118/HOUS 19 CROSSGATES - erection of a single garage

APC had no objections.  DECISION PENDING WITH HDC

SDNP/19/02368/FUL

RIVERSIDE TEAROOM - Extension to cafe to provide enlarged 

seating area, external alterations to include timber clad 

elevations, re-locate entrance door and new windows. Re-

configure car park and new bin store

APC suggested that clarification was obtained regarding the loss of the 4 parking spaces, if the 

car park is currently regularly filled to capacity then the loss of these spaces could potentially 

mean increased parking on the road by the The Bridge or at the station.  APPLICATION IN 

PROGRESS WITH HDC

SDNP/19/02794/HOUS

RUFFS BARN - Installation of pre-fabricated timber 

summerhouse APC had no objections.  APPLICATION IN PROGRESS WITH HDC

SDNP/19/02061/FUL

RIVER PLANE HOUSE - Enlargement of two windows on front 

elevation. Insertion of two new doors to rear elevation. 

Insertion of new external wall/roof to under croft to the rear 

elevation. APC had no objections.  APPLICATION IN PROGRESS WITH HDC

SDNP/19/02698/OUT

PICKWICK - Demolition of the existing building and outbuildings 

and replacing with 9 new dwelling in a mixture of detached, Semi 

detached and terrace design. With APC Planning Committee for review
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AMBERLEY PARISH COUNCIL – FINANCIAL STATEMENT FOR PERIOD 16/05/19 to 11/07/2019

Current account balance as at 16th May 2019  13,177.64 £      

Receipts since 16th May 2019:

21/05/2019Vipers U13's & U14's rent for use of football field 75.00 £              

05/06/2019A Beach - use of football field for 3 hours training Pulborough FC 15.00 £              

17/06/2019Mr & Mrs Tester - 6 months rent for Ham Piece 60.00 £              

19/06/2019HMRC - VAT refund 1,673.60 £        

SUB-TOTAL £1,823.60 15,001.24 £          

Cheques presented or BACS payments since 16th May 2019:

BACS 31/05/2019NEST - Employee & Employer pension contributions for May 19 68.15 £              

BACS 31/05/2019V Spiers - Clerks May 19 salary and expenses 924.10 £            

BACS 31/05/2019HMRC - Employee & Employer NI contributions for May 19 72.86 £              

BACS 06/06/2009A Philby - cutting of HC playground grass for June 19 56.00 £              

BACS 06/06/2019HDC - emptying of litter bin Jul to Sept 40.39 £              

000976 12/06/2019HM Land Registry - request for title deed to Ham Piece 4.00 £                

BACS 18/06/2019Wicksteed - annual playground inspections 108.00 £            

BACS 28/06/2019NEST - Employee & Employer pension contributions for June 19 55.83 £              

BACS 28/06/2019V Spiers - Clerks June 19 salary and expenses 836.75 £            

BACS 28/06/2019HMRC - Employee & Employer NI contributions for June 19 13.05 £              

BACS 08/07/2019A Philby - cutting of HC playground grass for June x 1 28.00 £              

BACS 08/07/2019Amberley Cricket Club - contribution towards diesel & insurance for tractor - cutting of football field grass 48.00 £              

BACS

SUB-TOTAL 2,255.13 £         12,746.11 £           

Cheques issued but not presented to date:

000977 07/07/2019HM Land Registry - further request for title deed to Ham Piece  4.00 £                

SUB-TOTAL 4.00 £                 12,742.11 £           

Cheques to be signed at this meeting:

000978 11/07/2019 CWJ Campbell - repairs and painting of nursey rhyme unit in Hurst Cottages playground 315.00 £            

SUB-TOTAL 315.00 £             12,427.11 £           

Current account balance available after 11th July 2019: 12,427.11 £      

This includes a total of £1195.60 which is Grant money for specified projects under Operation Watershed.
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Summary Action Councillor 

involved?

Resolved

Sep-18 Resident has asked for several 

stiles on footpaths in the Parish to 

be replaced with kissing gates

Nyetimber now own this land. The WSCC PROW officer for the area has written to them.  It is understood that by the 

side of the stiles there is alternative access via a gate.

GU and JC Ongoing

01/03/2019 

and April 19

Resident has asked for PC's help 

with the increasing number of 

lorries that are trying to get under 

railway bridge and getting stuck.  

Lorry struck and damaged porch 

of Turnpike

The necessary warning signs are in place but lorries continue to ignore.  To be discussed at PC meeting. Raised with 

County Cllr Paul Marshall who in turn will raise with Highways.  Cllr Marshall advised that Highways have confirmed 

that all the required warning  signs of the low bridge are in place so they would not take any further action.

GU & JC Yes

May-19 Resident has asked that the 

hedges along the B2139 from 

Castle to recreation ground are 

not cut too low

To be discussed at PC meeting - Nyetimber now own the land.  Clerk has written to Nyetimber who advised that they 

are currently establishing their maintenance plans and would look into this.

GU

Jun-19 Overgrown path to station JC to strim nettles, JC to remove weeds by Boundary Cottage, owner of The Cricketers will cut overgrown vegetation 

back on weekend of 13/14th July

JC Ongoing

Jun-19 Speeding traffic through 

Crossgates, particulary in the 

mornings (work time) and after 

the pub shuts - impression that 

the speeding is by local residents

To be discussed at PC meeting  GU Ongoing

Jul-19 Overgrown grass verge from 

Rackham Rectory to Crossgates

WSCC were due to cut on 3/7 - not been done, their next visit will be on 20/8.  JC has reviewed.  Clerk to check with 

WSCC that it is on their cutting schedule

JC Ongoing

Jul-19 Overgrown brambles along Croft 

Path near entrance to Playpark

JC has cut the brambles back, overgrowth is coming from field owned by Nyetimber - Clerk has written to them 

asking them to cut back.

JC Ongoing


