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Telephone: 07767 301299  Email: clerk@amberley-pc.org.uk
                   								    
Minutes from the Amberley Parish full Council meeting held at  
St Michael’s Church Hall at 7:30 pm on Thursday 13th November 2025

1. Apologies for absence – Cllr Hazel Allinson, Cllr Ian Corcoran, Paul Marshall ( WSCC ), Paul Clarke ( HDC ), Jon Campbell ( HDC ), also absent was Len Ellis Brown ( HDC ). 4 Members of the public ( MoP ) no dogs.
2. To receive declarations of interest from councillors for items on the agenda – Paul Mustow item 7 planned budget & Precept. Graham Smith item 15.

3. To approve and sign the minutes of the ordinary Parish Council Meeting held on the 11th of September 2025 – Agreed & Signed.

4. Updates from County and District Councillors – No district or county councillors present

5. Committee Reports – Updates from 

(a) Planning – See Appendix B for status of current applications. Cllr L Cresswell to write to SDNPA for clarification on the position with The Black Horse.

(b) Roads & Paths – Drains in road on the B2139 adjacent to The Cricketers have been jetted, Hedges by paths are being cleared.

(c) Assets & Amenities 
Pond, grass is growing and pond is filling. UKPN cannot encase the exposed cable until the water level in the stream drops in the spring.
Clerk meeting a contractor on Friday 14th Nov at the rec playground to look at the issues raised in the RoSPA inspection report. 
Asset register, no changes received from councillors so register recorded as unchanged.
(d) Neighbourhood Plan delivery/Car park 

Working on business plan for car park asset transfer

(e) Village Bus

Services are currently suspended due to required works to the bus. Bus committee becoming more formal, ‘escape’ notices required inside bus at doors.

( f ) Speedwatch group

Small number of volunteers, sessions becoming fewer due to hours of daylight, intent to publish more data and facts, investigate noise recording hire equipment, liaise with police regarding acoustic cameras and carry out a leaflet drop in the parish.
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6. Current Matters – updates and Clerk’s Information items along with a review of Parishioner’s correspondence list and agreement on any necessary action.
Mike Attard welcomed to the council
Clerk reported positively on the recent WSALC annual meeting and encouraged Cllrs to attend next year.
Possible transfer of the car park from HDC was awaiting a business plan and other details to be forwarded to HDC, clerk hoping to respond within a few days.
Resilience plan should be ready for circulation and comments before January’s meeting.
The rogue bin in the car park and dumpy bag in rec playground have been removed by HDC.
Water neutrality WSCC / Natural England removal of restrictions issue discussed, time will tell.
More revised or policies to be forwarded by clerk over coming months, clerk to send advance list of the same to council.
4 nr Complaints against the clerk were previously received, one dismissed and 3 not upheld. 
Petition received complaining about the clerk signed by a small number of parishioners.
Correspondence received from a parishioner regarding local government reorganization, clerk has replied with a comprehensive update.
Operation Watershed works to the middle / top field and to the east of Newlands Gardens are completed.
7. Finance – to receive and agree Bank Reconciliations for September and October 2025 & discuss / approve the budget & subsequent precept for 2025 / 26. Bank reconciliations, financial statements and cash book statements agreed and signed. Budget & precept agreed as approved by Financial committee, the additional allowances proposed by the clerk were rejected. Clerk to write to parish explaining reasons for budget increase. Finance committee meeting minutes to be circulated throughout full council.
8. Proposal to adopt the decommissioned telephone kiosk in Amberley square – Agreed to be adopted, clerk to organise a Gaggle survey for use.
9. Meeting dates for 2026 / 27 – Agreed, as appendix A 
10. The ’Nature recovery / climate change’ committee. – Agreed to continue, Mike Attard to lead with assistance from Clerk, Committee renamed the Nature & Environment Committee, terms of reference agreed as appendix C. Mike is to step back from other committees.
11. Approval of section 6.6 of financial regulations to expedite payments that are named in the budget and fall financially within the budget. – Agreed and approved. Clerk to submit request approval for salary payment 3 days before the end of the month.
12. Bus stop opposite The Sportsman PH – Softwood option agreed, clerk to order and oversee construction and installation. 
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13. Adoption of NALC policies on Staff grievance procedure, staff discipline, complaints procedure together with the NALC civility & respect pledge inc the formation of complaints / appeals panel in conjunction with item. Agreed and to be adopted on 21st of November if no objective reasons not to adopt submitted by any councillors who did not study the policies pre meeting. 
14. Position of Tree Warden- It was agreed that this would fall within the remit of the Nature & Environment Committee. It was agreed that Pam Keeble would be written to, thanking her for her efforts as the outgoing tree warden.
15. Approval of SDNPA grant monies for pond plants not now needed to be used behind Newlands Gardens where operation watershed works have been previously carried out.  – Agreed but clerk to seek the agreement of SDNPA grants.
16. Adjournment – to take questions or comments from members of the public (max 15 minutes)

A MoP asked what the % increase on the budget from last year to this year was – Clerk answered 16 %

A MoP queried the species of plants to be used on the pond, clerk assured that species had been submitted and approved by Natural England and all species were natural to the environment.

A MoP queried the state of the trees on the football field, chair answered that this was his  responsibility and was behind but would catch up.

17. The formation of a staffing committee and terms of reference – Agreed in principle but formation delayed until a later date.

18. To receive any updates on external meetings attended by councillors – G. Smith attended a meeting with The Amberley society accompanied by the clerk.
19.  To note the date of the next meeting 15th of January 2026, at 7.30pm – Noted
Meeting was closed by the chair at 21.50
Steve Trott
Clerk & RFO to Amberley Parish Council
Annex A – Meeting dates for 2026
January 16th
February 12th ( Assets & Amenities )
March 12th
April 16th ( Annual parish meeting )
May 14th ( Annual meeting )
July 16th
September 10th
October 15th ( Finance meeting )
November 12th
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Appendix B

Planning Applications at end of October 2025


Cricketer’s, New Barn Road, Amberley, BN18 9LT

Change of Condition 2 for SDNP/25/01366/HOUS – The vary the design of the external of the proposed garden room. Close for comments 26th November

Sycamore tree to reduce on the left hand side

Amberley Cottage Church Street Amberley West Sussex BN18 9NG
Ref. No: SDNP/25/04217/TCA | Received: Fri 17 Oct 2025 | Validated: Fri 17 Oct 2025 | Status: Application in Progress Close for comments 19th November

Construction of concrete hard standing to hold a portable 1200 litre petrol storage tank

Amberley Chalk Pits Museum New Barn Road Amberley West Sussex BN18 9LT
Ref. No: SDNP/25/03805/FUL | Received: Thu 18 Sep 2025 | Validated: Thu 18 Sep 2025 | Status: Application in Progress

Repair, alteration and conversation of existing barn and conversion of link extension to Kennards, with associated landscaping work. Restoration of former cattle shed building and conversion into gym and garden store.

Kennards Hog Lane Amberley West Sussex BN18 9NQ
Ref. No: SDNP/25/03151/HOUS | Received: Fri 01 Aug 2025 | Validated: Fri 01 Aug 2025 | Status: Application in Progress

Repair, alteration, and conversion of existing barn, and construction of link extension to Kennards, with associated landscaping work. Restoration of former cattle shed building and conversion to gym and garden store (Alternative Scheme to that approved under SDNP/22/01018/HOUS and SDNP/22/01019/LIS) Linked to SDNP/25/03151/HOUS.

Kennards Hog Lane Amberley West Sussex BN18 9NQ
Ref. No: SDNP/25/03152/LIS | Received: Fri 01 Aug 2025 | Validated: Fri 01 Aug 2025 | Status: Application in Progress

Removal of a tree branch

Old Ale House Hog Lane Amberley West Sussex BN18 9NQ
Ref. No: SDNP/25/02997/TCA | Received: Tue 22 Jul 2025 | Validated: Wed 23 Jul 2025 | Status: Application Determined
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Appendix C 
Nature & Environment Committee Terms of reference

Adopted - 13th November 2025

Reviewed …………………………………..

· The committee shall consist of up to 3 councillors.
· The committee shall elect a chair / spokesperson.
· The committee shall not instruct or make decisions.
· The committee shall receive correspondence via the clerk or other trusted means that evolve as the life of the committee continues and report back to the council.
· The committee, along with the clerk, shall meet with other organizations and associations with similar or equal interests and report back to the council.
· The committee shall act as the point of contact for green issues for parishioners with the clerk being copied in on correspondence. 
· The committee shall complete surveys and attend briefings and meetings regarding green matters on behalf of the council with the assistance of the clerk.
The committee shall report and brief the council of issues and initiatives regarding green issues that have an effect on or are related to Amberley Parish









































Disclaimer – please note that under the Openness of Local Government Regulations 2014 the press and public are given the right to film and digitally report from all public meetings of Local Government bodies. Your presence at the meeting provides an automatic consent to be filmed.
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