

AMBERLEY PARISH COUNCIL
Minutes from the Ordinary Parish Council meeting held on 10 March 2022 7.30pm at St Michael’s Church Hall. 
PRESENT:  Parish Councillors; Chair - Geoff Uren (GU), Jason Charman (JC), Peter Cozens (PJC), Tim Simpson (TS), Leigh Cresswell (LC), Alex Beveridge (AB), Elizabeth Tooms (ET) and Laura Rawnsley (LR),
Also present:  HDC Councillor Diana van der Klugt, and 2 members of the public.
1.  Apologies for absence
Apologies received and noted from WSCC Leader and Councillor Paul Marshall, APC Councillor Hazel Allinson, and the Clerk, Vicky Spiers
2. To receive declarations of interest from items on the agenda
None.
3. To approve and sign the minutes of the Parish Council meeting held on 20 January 2022
The minutes were agreed by councillors and signed by GU as a true record.
4. Updates from County and District councillors
HDC Councillor Diana van der Klugt updated the meeting on the following issues:
 a) HDC are looking at the amount of food waste currently being put into landfill. It is estimated that over 42% of non-recycled waste is food, and a Government initiative is expected to mandate that this is used for the production of bio-gas. When this is adopted, food waste collections were expected to be weekly, recycling waste every 2 weeks and garden waste every 3 weeks. 
b) Cllr. van der Klugt mentioned the Highways England A27 Arundel Bypass consultation. Although the proposed (Grey) route now avoided the SDNP, the Park Authority do not fully support the proposal due it’s the impact on the setting of the SDNP, particularly on views South from Arundel. GU advised that he had completed the consultation on behalf of APC, and had reflected the view that the road would have a positive impact on noise, air quality and traffic on local roads such as the B2139.
c) Cllr van der Klugt mentioned the Glover Landscape Review, and the government reaction to the proposals. (This was an agenda item for this meeting). PJC will attend the meeting on 16 March via Zoom, and report to the Council.

5. Adjournment to take questions or comments from the public
None.
 
6. MATTERS ARISING (a) Joint Community Highways Scheme (CHS) – LR advised that there was nothing new to report on this, as we are still awaiting the appointment of a project manager by WSCC.  A community engagement event will also be organised once further details of the process are established.
 
7. COMMITTEE REPORTS
(a) Planning –
The list of current planning applications is as follows;
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PJC advised that SDNP/21/02009/PRE should no longer be on this list. APC has objected to Application SDNP/22/00219/REM for the same property. It was also noted that application SDNP/21/04732/HOUS had been refused. APC had supported it.
b) Roads and Paths – JC advised (with some relief) that the hedge cutting season had now ended due to bird nesting and would be resumed in September. The new “Houghton Bridge” sign has been erected on the roadside going Westward, the Eastbound sign needs to be placed in an appropriate location. 
(c) Assets and Amenities –  No report.
(d) Amberley Neighbourhood Plan delivery –  TS advised that the application for the discharge of planning conditions had been submitted to SDNPA, and a response had been expected by 10 March. This was received on the day of the meeting, and the Landscape Officer had raised some minor points.  TS will prepare a response, which we will submit in the next week to finalise the discharge of conditions, allowing work to start.
(e) Village Bus – In view of the steep rise in road fuel prices, councillors suggested that the Village Bus would be a more economical mode of transport to take residents to shops. It was agreed that this positive impact should be publicised in the Wildbrooks Magazine.
8. To receive and agree bank reconciliations for January and February 2022 and to review and authorise payments on the Financial Statement from 1 January to 28 February 2022.
The January and February 2022 bank reconciliations and bank statements were approved and signed. The financial statement for the period 1st January to February 28th 2022 was agreed by members and signed. The financial statement is as follows:
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[bookmark: _Hlk82163151][bookmark: _Hlk71628554]9. To review and approve the Council’s ASSETS REGISTER
This was approved by the Council. PJC asked why the valuations were based on purchase price, and didn’t take depreciation into account. This matter will be referred to the Clerk for clarification.

10. To Review request for donation to West Sussex Mind Charity
Councillors recognised the support that Mind give to those with mental health issues, many of which have been exacerbated by the Covid pandemic, lockdowns, etc. It was agreed that  a donation of £200 should be made. LR also suggested that Sussex Mind should be asked to provide a link for the APC website to assist residents to get help, plus it should be suggested to Mind that they publicise their service in the Wildbrooks Magazine. Councillors supported this approach.

11. To discuss and agree a date for the Annual Parish Meeting
In view of the difficulties due to continuing Covid levels and the short time available to arrange a meeting, it was decided that this would be deferred until 2023.

12. To Receive updates on external meetings attended by Councillors
PJC attended a NALC Levelling Up meeting via Zoom. He reported that the topics were of limited relevance to our area. At present, responsibility for “Levelling Up” is devolved down to District Council level. There was support for further devolving this to Parish Council level.

13. To discuss and approve a response to the Glover Landscape Review
It was agreed that a response would be made after the meeting on 16 March with SDNP. This will be attended by PJC, who will report back. GU asked Councillors to look at the links in the Clerk’s email on this subject dated 2 February and forward their comments to either PJC or GU to inform our response to the consultation.

14. To adopt the revised LGA Model Code of Conduct
Councillors voted unanimously to adopt the revised Code

15. Information Items
GU mentioned that he had reported the damage (falling stones) on the North wall of Amberley Castle to Historic England and to Ms. Anooshka Rawden, Cultural Heritage Lead at the SDNPA.  They will be setting up a site meeting with the Castle owners to discuss rectification of the damage. Up until now, the Castle owners had merely said that they were “monitoring the situation”, and when GU asked them what their plans were for repair, it was apparent that they had none.


16. To note the date of the next meeting 
Noted as 12th May 2022 at 7.30pm. PJC and LR submitted their apologies in advance, as they will be away on that date.

GU  closed the meeting at 8.50pm.

Geoff Uren Chairman, on behalf of Vicky Spiers - Clerk to Amberley Parish Council
11 March 2022      
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SDNP/21/02009/PRE

Pickwick Turnpike Road - Residential 

Development (7 dwellings)

APC have raised concerns with SDNPA regarding the size and design of the development. Application in 

progress with SDNPA

SDNP/21/03683/FUL

The Boathouse Ballet Studio - Change of 

Use from a Commercial Ballet Studio (Class 

D2) to a Café and Events

Venue (Class E(b)).

APC support s/t caveat on Dark Skies policy being adhered to and parking constrained to site.  APPLICATION 

APPROVED BY HDC

SDNP/21/03757/HOUS

Mill Lane Cottage - Demolition of existing 

two storey flat roof extension and 

replacement of existing

sectional concrete garage with a car-port. 

Erection of two storey and single storey

extensions. APC planning committee agreed to file a no response  DECISION PENDING WITH HDC

SDNP/21/03744/HOUS

5 Castleview - Erection of detached 

greenhouse in rear of garden. APC has no objections. APPLICATION APPROVED BY HDC

SDNP/21/04732/HOUS

The Rook - Construction of a 

cabin/outbuilding. APC supports this application. APPLICATION REFUSED BY HDC

SDNP/21/04478/HOUS

2 New Barn Cottages - Amendment to a 

planning permission 

SDNP/19/05997/HOUS. This revised design

relocates the extension to the rear of the 

house instead of the side position

previously granted APC decided to file a no response. APPLICATION APPROVED BY HDC

SDNP/22/00219/REM

Pickwick Turnpike Road - Application for 

consent of reserved matters relating to 

Access, Appearance,

Landscaping, Layout and Scale for the 

demolition of the existing dwelling and

outbuildings and construction of 7 dwellings 

(including 2 affordable), following

outline planning permission 

SDNP/19/05270/OUT. Objections raised by APC (full comments on PC website). APPLICATION IN PROGRESS WITH SDNPA

SDNP/22/00537/HOUS

53 Hurst Cottages East Street - Erection of 

a side extension. Loft conversion with front 

and rear dormer. Installation of

solar panels and air source heat pump TO BE REVIEWED BY APC'S PLANNING COMMITTEE

SDNP/22/01018/HOUS 

and SDNP/22/0109/LIS

Kennards Hog Lane - Barn restoration and 

conversion to create habitable space, 

ground floor side extension to

connect the main house and barn, 

restoration of the existing cattle shelter to 

match

original for use as carports, facade and 

thatched roof restoration, internal 

refurbishment

and all associated works TO BE REVIEWED BY APC'S PLANNING COMMITTEE

SDNP/22/00863/FUL

North Stoke Farm North Stoke - 

Installation of a sewage treatment plant 

and below ground outlet pipe TO BE REVIEWED BY APC'S PLANNING COMMITTEE
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Current account balance as at 1st January 2022 43,761.58 £      

Plus Receipts since 1st January 2022:

None

- £                  

Less cheques presented or BACS payments since 1st January 2022:

BACS 14/01/2022 Mr T Simpson - reimbursement for application to SDNP to discharge planning conds for car park 58.00 £              

BACS 17/01/2022 NALC workshop (reimbursed to V Spiers) 38.93 £              

BACS 17/01/2022 PCC of Amberley - donation towards upkeep of church hall 500.00 £            

BACS 17/01/2022 Amberley PCC - annual fee for printing of PC minutes in parish magazine 50.00 £              

BACS 17/01/2022 Amberley Cricket Club - annual donation 1,000.00 £        

BACS 17/01/2022 Amberley Welfare Trust for AGNES - annual donation 100.00 £            

BACS 25/01/2022 Millennium Green Trust (via Mrs T Bishop) annual donation (to cover insurance cost) 280.73 £            

BACS 31/01/2022 V Spiers - Clerks Jan 22 salary and expenses 1,035.95 £        

BACS 31/01/2022 NEST - Employee & Employer pension contributions for Jan 22 73.69 £              

BACS 31/01/2022 HMRC - PAYE and Employee NI contributions for Jan 22 23.08 £              

BACS 02/02/2022 V Spiers - stationery 8.00 £                

BACS 02/02/2022 Jax Safety (reimbursed to V Spiers) - 4 branded hi-vis jackets 23.06 £              

BACS 03/02/2022 V Spiers - printer ink 23.20 £              

BACS 03/02/2020 Norton anti-virus (reimbursed to V Spiers) 24.00 £              

BACS 11/02/2022 Vision ICT - annual fee for website hosting/support and 10 email addresses 546.00 £            

BACS 28/02/2022 V Spiers - Clerks Feb 22 salary and expenses 1,057.41 £        

BACS 28/02/2022 NEST - Employee & Employer pension contributions for Feb 22 76.00 £              

BACS 28/02/2022 HMRC - PAYE and Employee NI contributions for Feb 22 33.46 £              

SUB-TOTAL 4,951.51 £        

Cheques issued but not presented to date:

None - £                  

Cheques to be signed at this meeting:

None - £                  

Current account balance available after 28th February 2022: 38,810.07 £      

This includes £18,908.70 for the following earmarked reserves;

£945.60 for Operation Watershed works

£200 for new noticeboard

£1,400 for Ruffs path works

£16,363.10 S106 funds for car park


