

AMBERLEY PARISH COUNCIL
Minutes from the Ordinary Parish Council meeting held on 20th January 2022 7.30pm at                  St Michael’s Church Hall. 
PRESENT:  Parish Councillors; Chair - Geoff Uren (GU), Jason Charman (JC), Peter Cozens (PJC), Hazel Allinson (HA), Tim Simpson (TS), Leigh Cresswell (LC), Alex Beveridge (AB), Elizabeth Tooms (ET) and Laura Rawnsley (LR),
Also present:  Vicky Spiers (VS) the Clerk and 5 members of the public.
1.  Apologies for absence
Apologies received and noted from WSCC Leader and councillor Paul Marshall, HDC councillors Paul Clarke and Diana van der Klugt.
2. To receive declarations of interest from items on the agenda
None.
3. To approve and sign the minutes of the Parish Council meeting held on 11th November 2021
The minutes were agreed by councillors and signed by GU as a true record.
4. Updates from County and District councillors
GU advised that as the agenda had been kept to essential business only due the high Covid-19 numbers the county and district councillors would not be attending.

5. Adjournment to take questions or comments from the public
A resident had raised some planning issues prior to the meeting via email which had been flagged to the Amberley Society. PJC advised that he and the planning committee were happy to take up parishioners’ concerns if it’s agreed that there may be a problem but would not normally request a retrospective planning application should be submitted to HDC if they have no objections to the work. 
A resident asked if anyone from APC was actively monitoring work done on properties within the Parish to ensure compliance with PADS or planning restrictions. PC and GU said that this was not an appropriate function for the council. PJC advised that this was not within the council’s remit.  If a resident considers there to be an issue they can flag it with the planning committee or raise it with HDC Planning Compliance.  PJC advised whilst APC is a statutory consultee on planning applications there was no legal standing to interfere with Permitted Development Rights. GU also mentioned that the Parish of Amberley Design Statement (PADS) now has diminished standing with the SDNP Planning department due to its age, and it should be updated as a matter of urgency.
 
6. MATTERS ARISING (a) Joint Community Highways Scheme (CHS) – LR advised that the joint Community Highways Scheme application (from APC and Houghton Parish Meeting) has been approved by WSCC Highways. A project manager has been allocated and the next steps would be to contact WSCC to find out more details. A community engagement event will also be organised once further details of the process are established.
 
7. COMMITTEE REPORTS
(a) Planning –
The list of current planning applications is as follows;
[image: ]
PJC advised that application SDNP/21/04478/HOUS had also been approved.
(b) Roads and Paths – JC advised in a report sent prior to the meeting there was a sinkhole on the footpath along the B2139 Turnpike Road near the turning into School Road, reported to Highways in November and was fixed a couple of days later. The 40mph sign by the football pitch was knocked over in November and JC reported it to Highways who replaced within a couple of days.
Ditch and hedge work is continuing and progressing well, JC will have it completed by end of February.
(c) Assets and Amenities –  HA advised there was nothing to report.
(d) Amberley Neighbourhood Plan delivery –  TS advised that the application for the discharge of planning conditions had been submitted to SDNPA, with a response deadline of 8 weeks. TS asked for the committee’s gratitude to Adrienne and Phil Greenwood to be noted as their assistance with the planning processes has been greatly appreciated. The application for a ‘heavy vehicle access point’ has been approved by WSCC and HDC. TS said the committee is currently awaiting an updated quote from Landbuild for the works and are still cautiously optimistic that work will start in early spring.
(e) Village Bus – Passenger numbers have increased.

8. To receive and agree bank reconciliations for November and December 2021 and to review and authorise payments on the Financial Statement from 1st November to 31st December 2021.
The November and December 2021 bank reconciliations and bank statements were approved and signed. The financial statement for the period 1st November to 31st December 2021 was agreed by members and signed. The financial statement is as follows:
[image: ]

[bookmark: _Hlk82163151][bookmark: _Hlk71628554]9. To review and approve the Council’s 2022/23 budget and precept
The clerk had sent to members prior to the meeting. Members reviewed and approved. There is a 10.45% increase (£9.08 per annum increase on a Band D property) from £86.91 to 95.99.

10. Information items
GU mentioned the A27 consultation and urged residents to respond, APC support the proposal.
PJC advised he had been to the annual HDC/HALC meeting where it was noted that WSCC were looking at running ‘wildlife corridors’ workshops to encourage similar projects that had been successful at Knepp. The issue of water neutrality had also been discussed with confirmation that this extends to businesses and schools. HDC are hoping to bring in a temporary mitigation strategy by the autumn but currently do not know what this will look like, they are in discussions with Historic England. 
HA had attended a Sussex Green Living Zoom meeting where she learnt that 42.1% of general household waste collected by HDC is food waste. She is investigating the idea of trying to mitigate this by possibly setting up a food larder etc.

11. To note the date of the next meeting 
Noted as 10th March 2022 at 7.30pm.
GU  closed the meeting at 8.25pm.

Vicky Spiers - Clerk to Amberley Parish Council – 25th January 2022      
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SDNP/21/00816/HOUS 

AND SDNP/21/00817/LIS

BROOKS - Proposed single storey 

extension, entrance canopy, alterations and 

improvements as per schedule of works APC have no objections.  APPROVED BY HDC

SDNP/21/02009/PRE

Pickwick Turnpike Road - Residential 

Development (7 dwellings)

APC have raised concerns with SDNPA regarding the size and design of the development. Application in 

progress with SDNPA

SDNP/21/02018/HOUS

Cricket Green House - Erection of a 

detached car port with adjoining log store APC have no objections.  APPLICATION APPROVED BY HDC

SDNP/21/03186/HOUS

Brooklands - Enlargement and alteration to 

existing garage doors and associated roof APC have no objections.  APPLICATION APPROVED BY HDC

SDNP/21/03683/FUL

The Boathouse Ballet Studio - Change of 

Use from a Commercial Ballet Studio (Class 

D2) to a Café and Events

Venue (Class E(b)).

APC support s/t caveat on Dark Skies policy being adhered to and parking constrained to site.  DECISION 

PENDING WITH HDC

SDNP/21/03757/HOUS

Mill Lane Cottage - Demolition of existing 

two storey flat roof extension and 

replacement of existing

sectional concrete garage with a car-port. 

Erection of two storey and single storey

extensions. APC planning committee agreed to file a no response  DECISION PENDING WITH HDC

SDNP/21/03744/HOUS

5 Castleview - Erection of detached 

greenhouse in rear of garden. APC has no objections. DECISION PENDING WITH HDC

SDNP/21/03911/FUL

Forge Cottage - Replacement of retaining 

wall (Householder Application) APC has no objections. APPLICATION APPROVED BY HDC

SDNP/21/04732/HOUS

The Rook - Construction of a 

cabin/outbuilding. APC supports this application. APPLICATION IN PROGRESS WITH HDC

SDNP/21/04478/HOUS

2 New Barn Cottages - Amendment to a 

planning permission 

SDNP/19/05997/HOUS. This revised design

relocates the extension to the rear of the 

house instead of the side position

previously granted APC decided to file a no response. APPLICATION IN PROGRESS WITH HDC
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Current account balance as at 1st November 2021  47,322.59 £      

Plus Receipts since 1st November 2021:

None

- £                  

Less cheques presented or BACS payments since 1st November 2021:

BACS 08/11/2021 Mr A Philby - strimming of Hurst Cottages playground x2 October 56.00 £              

BACS 09/11/2021 Amberley PCC - Christmas greetings donation for Parish magazine 10.00 £              

BACS 09/11/2021 M Rollings - playground repairs 154.00 £            

BACS 16/11/2021 V Spiers - stationery 10.00 £              

BACS 17/11/2021 Freeman Landscape - removal of Ash Trees at Hurst Cottages (funding received from Stonewater) 825.00 £            

BACS 17/11/2021 PCC of Amberley - for use of Church Hall for PC meeting Nov 21 32.00 £              

BACS 30/11/2021 V Spiers - Clerks Nov 21 salary and expenses 1,051.73 £        

BACS 30/11/2021 NEST - Employee & Employer pension contributions for Nov 21 75.39 £              

BACS 30/11/2021 HMRC - PAYE and Employee NI contributions for Nov 21 30.81 £              

BACS 06/12/2021 HDC - quarterly charge for emptying of litter bins 82.68 £              

BACS 06/12/2021 M Weston - new sign for North Stoke  105.00 £            

BACS 10/12/2021 Mr A Philby - strimming of Hurst Cottages playground x2 Nov 56.00 £              

BACS 17/12/2021 V Spiers - Clerks Dec 21 salary and expenses 989.61 £            

BACS 17/12/2021 NEST - Employee & Employer pension contributions for Dec 21 71.12 £              

BACS 17/12/2021 HMRC - PAYE and Employee NI contributions for Dec 21 11.67 £              

SUB-TOTAL 3,561.01 £        

Cheques issued but not presented to date:

None - £                  

Cheques to be signed at this meeting:

None - £                  

Current account balance available after 31st December 2021: 43,761.58 £      

This includes £18,908.70 for the following earmarked reserves;

£945.60 for Operation Watershed works

£200 for new noticeboard

£1,400 for Ruffs path works

£16,363.10 S106 funds for car park


