


AMBERLEY PARISH COUNCIL
Minutes from the Ordinary Parish Council meeting held on 8th July 7.30pm at St Michael’s Church Hall. 
PRESENT:  Parish Councillors; Chairman – Geoff Uren (GU), Jason Charman (JC), Peter Cozens (PJC), Hazel Allinson (HA),  Elizabeth Tooms (ET), Tim Simpson (TS) and Leigh Cresswell (LC).                        
Also present: WSCC leader/councillor Paul Marshall, HDC councillor Diana van der Klugt,              PCSO Michael Gamble,  Vicky Spiers (VS) the Clerk and 5 members of the public.
GU advised that he had received a letter from Rt. Hon Andrew Griffith MP regarding a review undertaken by the Boundary Commission, one of their recommendations is that Amberley, Parham, Coldwaltham and Pulborough move from the Arundel and South Downs constituency into the Shoreham constituency.  There is a public consultation for any comments, GU will be sending further details on Listserve.  The Parish Council will be putting in an objection to this recommendation.
1.  Apologies for absence
Apologies received and accepted from Laura Rawnsley and Alex Beveridge and HDC councillor Paul Clarke.
2. To receive declarations of interest from items on the agenda
None.
3. To approve and sign the minutes of the Annual Parish Council meeting held on 6th May 2021
The minutes were agreed by councillors and signed by the Chairman as a true record.
4. Introduction and questions for PCSO Michael Gamble
GU raised the issue of inconsiderate or illegal car parking in the Parish, which includes cars parking on junctions, on double yellow lines and over driveways, GU advised going forward the PC would be looking at double yellow lines but there were concerns over how these would be enforced, Michael advised that enforcement had now passed to HDC and suggested that if there was a particular area of concern to notify Ben Golds at HDC who would look into it.  Michael urged residents to report any illegal or inconsiderate parking via Operation Crackdown and also let him know via email.  Michael advised if there are incidents of abuse with regards to the parking then the police should be called as it is a breach of the peace.

A resident asked Michael what was being done regarding excessive motorbike noise, especially from  Washington roundabout to Whiteways (it was noted that Andrew Griffiths MP is already working on this issue),  Michael advised that Operation Downsway allows Officers to nominate road/areas to traffic officers who will then patrol and monitor with speed gun, resident to email Michael.

A resident asked about dog theft in the area, Michael advised that there had not been any dog thefts in Storrington or Amberley, suspicious activity had been reported, more likely that a dog would be taken from a garden, if residents see anything suspicious report via 101.

A resident asked about cars being broken into in rural areas, Michael said to advise him of any ‘hotspots’ and he would let the rural crime team know who would patrol the area.

5. Updates from County and District councillors
Cllr Paul Marshall mentioned the Boundary Commissions review and said WSCC would be responding to the consultation, GU will be sending details of the Commissions review round on Listserve, which would see Amberley moved into the Shoreham constituency.

Paul acknowledged the report sent to him by David Lyon on the learning outcomes from the Amberley Covid Hub, the details of which will be reviewed.
Paul advised that with regard to double yellow lines then a Traffic Road Order would need to be applied for.  There is also the option for households to apply for a single white line across their drive way via WSCC, the cost of the line is paid for by the resident.

Cllr Diana van der Klugt advised that the decision regarding strategic housing sites in the Horsham District would be made by HDC in a meeting at the end of July.

6. Adjournment to take questions or comments from the public
A resident asked if businesses had been asked to contribute towards the cost of the car park, GU advised that the Black Horse and Nyetimber would be contributing to a fund raiser, the PC does not think it is appropriate as businesses come out of lockdown to ask them for funding.  GU advised that Crowd Funding was looked at but the resident who had the experience has now moved away, he had asked for other volunteers via Listserve and the Parish magazine.
A resident queried why the lease for the car park was only 7 years long, TS advised that this was all HDC were prepared to offer as they would like to keep their options open with regard to housing on the land, TS advised that as this site was not in the Amberley Neighbourhood Plan for possible housing then HDC would have to undertake a referendum of residents before applying for planning permission.  The lease is renewable, and the PC remains confident that once the car park is in place it will remain so.  It was noted that the Black Horse staff and B&B customers would be asked to use and that a path will be made from the school to directly access the car park for parents and children to use.
A resident asked why the car park was expensive and elaborate and not simple like Houghton Hill or Kithurst car parks, TS advised that the car park is the cheapest possible that met with the stringent requirements from the SDNPA landscape officer in order to gain planning permission, he advised the PC are open to any suggestions on how any costs can be saved.

7. MATTERS ARISING (a) Joint Community Highways Scheme (CHS) – LR had provided an update via email advising that the deadline for the CHS application is the end of July, a meeting was held with Steve Douglas from WSCC on 7th July to go through the draft in high level. The approach is still in line with the approach agreed at the last APC meeting - e.g. some interim measures to try to get walkers off the road and a feasibility study for a more direct route.  LR will circulate the draft to councillors next week, once agreed this can then be submitted to WSCC.
LR has suggested holding a meeting for residents in September to discuss other traffic calming measures available to us on the rest of the B2139. 
(b) Community Speedwatch – Amberley currently only has 2 volunteers, who now have the speed gun.

8. To formally include new members in the Planning and Finance committees
It was noted that Alex Beveridge is now a member of the Planning committee and Hazel Allinson and Peter Cozens are members of the Finance Committee.
9. To formally approve the agreement to apply to the Public Works Loan Board for funding for the village car park
GU advised that this is a separate item from the resident’s consultation that is currently running and is a requirement of the PWLB that a formal acceptance is agreed and minuted at a PC meeting by members.
Members voted unanimously to agree to apply for a PWLB loan.

10. COMMITTEE REPORTS
(a) Planning –
The list of current planning applications is as follows;
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No update on the revised PADS document this month.
(b) Roads and Paths – JC thanked local tree surgeon Michael Jackson for helping remove a fallen tree after the high winds last month.  JC advised that following a request from a resident WSCC Highways have agreed to Houghton Bridge village signs, they will pay for both and install the westbound sign, the PC will arrange for the eastbound sign to be installed as it is on private land.
JC advised that he has strimmed Ruffs paths, Crofts path and the path to the station, he will re-strim the end of Crofts path next week as it has re-grown.  A resident has made a complaint to WSCC regarding overgrown footpaths and the fact that these are not cut more regularly during the summer.  Paul Marshall advised that the complaint has been passed to the Highways team.
JC advised that the Friends of the South Downs Way are installing a bench on Amberley Mount.
(c) Assets and Amenities –  HA advised that the playground inspections were booked for next week.  All is going well with football field with the teams using the field agreed for the next season.
(d) Amberley Neighbourhood Plan delivery –  It was noted that some activity was reported to have  started at the Strawberry Villas site.
(f) Village Bus – ET advised they were short of drivers and passengers.  A leaflet drop to every household was discussed to highlight the services (i.e. the bus to Littlehampton could do a drop off at the Arundel swimming pool).
11. To receive and agree bank reconciliations for May and June 2021 and to review and authorise payments on the Financial Statement from 16th April to 30th June 2021
The May and June 2021 bank reconciliations and bank statements were approved and signed. The financial statement for the period 16th April to 30th June 2021 was agreed by members and signed.  The financial statement is as follows:
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[bookmark: _Hlk71628554]12. To receive and note the 2020/21 Internal Audit Report
Report circulated prior to the meeting. Councillors confirmed receipt and noted the report.  It was noted from the audit that any supporting documents used as a basis for discussion at the PC meeting should be submitted to the clerk at least 3 clear days before the meeting so they could be added to the website in line with Information Commissioner’s Office requirements.  GU thanked the clerk for all her work in achieving a successful audit.

13. To discuss the renewal of the Asset of Community Value on the Black Horse
The 5 year AOCV on the Black Horse expires in July, after discussion it was agreed to discuss with the pub landlord before taking any further action.

14. Information items
ET advised that the Rampion 2 project would be holding a public consultation from mid-July to September.  Next meeting is 20th July where more detailed proposals will be provided.

15 External meetings attended by councillors
TS, GU and LC had a zoom meeting with Helen Peacock (HDC’s environmental co-ordinator) to discuss electric charging points for the car park.  It was noted that technology is changing for cars and the charge points, HDC have started a procurement process to look for a contractor to roll out electric charging points into District car parks for the next 15 to 20 years.  Action points from meeting TS to contact Nigel Weston (HDC engineer) to discuss infrastructure requirements and LC to contact UKPN to establish how much power will be needed and how to route it into the car park.

16. To note the date of the next meeting 
9th September 2021 at 7.30pm at the Church Hall where covid-19 regulations at that time will apply.

GU closed the meeting at 9.20pm.

Vicky Spiers - Clerk to Amberley Parish Council – 12th July 2021      
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SDNP/18/05224/FUL

LAND EAST OF RIVERSIDE CARAVAN PARK-  

Retention of timber storage shed mounted 

on blocks

Amberley Parish Council supports this application but as the building was erected without planning 

permission we would like to see a couple of conditions added to the Approval Decision in that the structure   

should only be used for agriculture purposes and that the structure should be removed if it  

was no longer needed for agriculture purposes (we understand the applicant has indicated a  

willingness to accept the former condition).  DECISION PENDING WITH HDC

SDNP/21/00348/CONDC 

DREWITTS FARM - Non Material 

Amendment to previously approved 

application SDNP/17/03280/FUL 

(Amendments to previously approved 

application SDNP/14/01150/FUL. Proposed 

alterations to roof line of plots 8 and 9, and 

alterations to building length and width of 

plot 9.) Variation to previous permitted 

development material minor amendment  APC have no objections.  DECISION PENDING WITH HDC

SDNP/21/00432/FUL AND 

SDNP/21/00433/LIS

DREWITTS FARM - Demolition of former 

C.20th dairy and existing outbuildings. 

Construction of a new building to form 2x 

commercial units, with 1x dwelling at first 

floor level. Provision of new detached 

garage incidental to the domestic 

occupation of Drewitts Farmhouse. Change 

of use and remodelling of former milking 

parlour and granary to form 2x additional 

commercial units. (Full Application) APC supported. APPLICATION APPROVED

SDNP/21/00816/HOUS 

AND SDNP/21/00817/LIS

BROOKS - Proposed single storey 

extension, entrance canopy, alterations and 

improvements as per schedule of works APC have no objections.  APPLICATION IN PROGRESS WITH HDC

SDNP/21/02009/PRE

Pickwick Turnpike Road - Residential 

Development (7 dwellings)

APC have raised concerns with SDNPA regarding the size and design of the development. Application in 

progress with SDNPA

SDNP/21/02596/HOUS

Apple Tree Cottage - Installation of a 

carport to the side of existing dwelling APC have no objections.  APPLICATION IN PROGRESS WITH HDC

SDNP/21/02018/HOUS

Cricket Green House - Erection of a 

detached car port with adjoining log store APC have no objections.  APPLICATION IN PROGRESS WITH HDC

SDNP/21/01840/HOUS

Columbine -  Loft conversion and 

installation of three dormers to the rear 

elevation, replacement of conservatory 

with new brick built extension, creation of 

new covered front entrance porch, creation 

of in-out driveway and associated minor 

works. APC have no objections.  APPLICATION IN PROGRESS WITH HDC

SDNP/21/00562/HOUS

The Studio - Retrospective application for 

the relocation and alteration of height of 

existing chimney and installation of a log 

burner. APC currently reviewing. Application in progress with HDC

SDNP/21/03186/HOUS

Brooklands - Enlargement and alteration to 

existing garage doors and associated roof APC have no objections.  APPLICATION IN PROGRESS WITH HDC
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Current account balance as at 16th April 2021  12,231.22 £      

Receipts since 16th April 2021:

19/04/2021 Littlehampton U15's FC - use of football field x2 40.00 £              

29/04/2021 HDC - ist instalment of precept 14,264.00 £      

05/05/2021 Parham PC - use of zoom subscription for PC meeting 6.00 £                

10/06/2021 SDNPA - sponsorship of page in the ABC Directory 90.00 £              

18/06/2021 Mr & Mrs Tester - 3 year rent for Ham Piece 375.00 £            

14,775.00 £      

Less cheques presented or BACS payments since 16th April 2021:

BACS 26/04/2021 King & Stevens - days hire of roller for football field 168.00 £            

BACS 27/04/2021 WSALC - annual subscription  182.16 £            

BACS 30/04/2021 NEST - Employee & Employer pension contributions for Apr 21 79.69 £              

BACS 30/04/2021 HMRC - PAYE and Employee NI contributions for Apr 21 49.76 £              

BACS 30/04/2021 V Spiers - Clerks April 21 salary and expenses 1,124.14 £        

BACS 05/05/2021 HDC - pro rata quartely payment for emptying of new litter bin in football field 28.62 £              

BACS 07/05/2021 Mr A Philby - strimming of Hurst Cottages playground x2 April 56.00 £              

BACS 10/05/2021 Amberley Cricket Club - diesel cost for tractor used for cutting grass in football field x2 14.00 £              

BACS 10/05/2021 Mr K Dalmon - reimbursement for cost of soil to fill rabbit burrows in cricket field 60.00 £              

BACS 24/05/2021 Mrs H Allinson - reimbursement for photograph for ABC Directory 5.00 £                

BACS 27/05/2021 NEST - Employee & Employer pension contributions for May 21 77.97 £              

BACS 27/05/2021 HMRC - PAYE and Employee NI contributions for May 21 42.22 £              

BACS 27/05/2021 V Spiers - Clerks May 21 salary and expenses 1,069.02 £        

BACS 01/06/2021 Amberley Cricket Club - diesel cost for tractor used for cutting grass in football field x2 14.00 £              

BACS 04/06/2021 Mr A Philby - strimming of Hurst Cottages playground x2 May 56.00 £              

BACS 04/06/2021 HDC - quarterly payment for emptying of litter bins   82.68 £              

BACS 07/06/2021 V Spiers - reimbursement for battery for portable light 6.47 £                

BACS 08/06/2021 Ambberley cricket club - for insurance cost of using tractor on road 162.74 £            

BACS 09/06/2021 Barkers Print Ltd - printing of ABC Directory 70.00 £              

BACS 22/06/2021 Inca Print - printing of 300 flyers for Parish consultation on car park 55.00 £              

BACS 22/06/2021 Mr K Dalmon - clearing of ditch in cricket field 250.00 £            

BACS 30/06/2021 NEST - Employee & Employer pension contributions for June 21 77.11 £              

BACS 30/06/2021 HMRC - PAYE and Employee NI contributions for June 21 38.35 £              

BACS 30/06/2021 V Spiers - Clerks June 21 salary and expenses 1,073.34 £        

SUB-TOTAL 4,842.27 £        

Cheques issued but not presented to date:

None - £                  

Cheques to be signed at this meeting:

None - £                  

Current account balance available after 30th June 2021: 22,163.95 £      

This includes £2545.60 for the following earmarked reserves;

£945.60 for Operation Watershed works

£200 for new noticeboard

£1400 for Ruffs path works


