

AMBERLEY PARISH COUNCIL
Minutes from the Ordinary Parish Council meeting held on 11th March 2021, 7pm via Zoom video conferencing. 
PRESENT:  Parish Councillors; Chairman – Geoff Uren (GU), Peter Cozens (PJC), Hazel Allinson (HA),  Elizabeth Tooms (ET), Tim Simpson (TS),  Jason Charman (JC) and Alex Beveridge (AB).
Also present: WSCC Leader Cllr Paul Marshall, HDC councillors Diana van der Klugt and Brian Donnelly, Vicky Spiers (VS) the Clerk and 2 members of the public.
1.  CHAIRMAN’S WELCOME/UPDATE
GU welcomed everyone to the meeting. 
2. APOLOGIES FOR ABSENCE
Apologies received and accepted from HDC Cllr Paul Clarke.  No apologies received from Laura Rawnsley or Leigh Cresswell.
3. DECLARATIONS OF INTEREST OF ITEMS ON THE AGENDA
None
4. AGREEMENT OF MINUTES OF THE PREVIOUS MEETING HELD ON 14TH JANUARY 2021
The minutes were agreed by councillors and signed by the Chairman as a true record.
5. UPDATE FROM COUNTY AND DISTRICT COUNCILLORS
Cllr Paul Marshall advised that the WSCC £45m funding gap  for 2021/22 has been filled. WSCC are looking at the services they need to prioritise as Covid-19 restrictions are lifted. 
Paul advised there were some challenges around Household Recycling sites due to increased numbers attending the sites, they are piloting a booking system on six sites and have brought forward summer opening hours.

Cllr Brian Donnelly advised that HDC will be able to present a balanced budget for 2021/22.
The 1710 yearly housing target for HDC detailed in the White Paper on Planning has been reduced to 1100, but still waiting final confirmation from the government.  Sites are under consideration.
6. QUESTIONS FROM THE PUBLIC 
No questions.
7. MATTERS ARISING (a) Community Speedwatch and B2139 issues – no update available.  JC advised that there is a site meeting with WSCC on 1st April. A member of the public spoke about cars overtaking on the solid white line near the turning to Rackham Street along the B2139 and would like for the line to be extended.  Paul Marshall advised that they could potentially look at signage, the resident will contact Paul.
(b) Gigabit broadband voucher scheme –Ian Galbraith has advised GU that Openreach have confirmed that the broadband upgrade works will be completed by October 2021.
(c) Update on Parishioners queries  - There is a site meeting on 1st April with WSCC where the continuous footpath from the station to the village will be included in the discussions.
(d) Updates on support for local business post Covid-19 – initiative to support local businesses in co-operation with Bury PC.  GU advised that Amberley Shop Trust have provided grants to the village shop to assist them in providing deliveries and have extended their ‘rent holiday’ to June 2021.  They will also be providing a two year sponsorship for an electric van to help with deliveries.
HA suggested a business register called ABC (the Amberley & Bury Contacts), which would be a leaflet with a list of business contacts (no advertising) which could be distributed to tearooms, the Church, pubs and put online/noticeboards.  GU asked HA to do a report for Bury PC.
The idea of mentoring has been raised to GU by a resident and will be another option to explore.
Paul Marshall advised that both County and HDC had grants available for small businesses, he will send information to GU who will publish on Listserve.

8. COMMITTEE REPORTS
(a) Planning –
The list of current planning applications is as follows;
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PJC advised that the application from Amberley Museum for the use of a building for a pre-school has been agreed by HDC.  APC had concerns around parking, The Museum have provided an undertaking that they will ensure that cars are only parked on museum land and not at the station.
PADS committee will be meeting after 12th April to walk around the Parish to progress the new Design Statement.
(b) Roads and Paths – JC advised nothing to report.
(c) Assets and Amenities – HA advised that football is returning to the Amberley football field, and the youth teams will be using the field for training from 29th March and games will re-start from 3rd April. 
(d) Amberley Neighbourhood Plan delivery – TS advised that with regard to the car park, funding is required for this from the Strawberry Villas development.  Currently there is no start date for the building works, they are being held up by a legal technicality over the access road to the site.  GU asked TS to email the Developer for an update. TS advised he has also submitted a further application to SDNPA for the remaining funding.
(e) Amberley Climate Change – No update this month.  
 (f) Finance – The February 2021 bank reconciliation and bank statement were approved and signed. The financial statement for the period 1st January to 28th February 2021 was agreed by council and signed.  The financial statement is as follows;
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It was agreed going forward at PC meetings that ET would provide an update on the village bus.  There had also been an issue with parking by building contractors in The Square and getting the bus through. Resolved that the clerk will write to resident where the contractors are working to ask them to park considerately.

9. UPDATE AND DISCUSSION ON WSALC VALUE FOR MONEY PROJECT AND THE WAY FORWARD ON MEMBERSHIP AND MEMBER SERVICES

GU had provided a briefing note to all councillors prior to the meeting.  TS advised that there was now a new board of WSALC directors who are more willing to work with Parish councils and consult them on the way forward.  WSALC were looking to work jointly with East Sussex going forward to provide membership services.  TS felt that there were reasonable grounds for confidence in the new board and the future services.

10. DISCUSSION AND AGREEMENT ON NEW APC LOGO

HA had arranged for a local graphic designer to produce a new logo for the PC, a few examples were sent to councillors prior to the meeting and councillors agreed their favourite.
11. DISCUSSION ON MAY 2021 PARISH COUNCIL MEETING

The clerk advised that the current legislation which enables Parish councils to hold remote meetings expires on 7th May, NALC are lobbying government for an extension.  If this is not granted then VS advised that one option is for the PC to bring their May meeting forward by a week to 6th May, agreed by councillors.

12. EXTERNAL MEETINGS ATTENDED BY COUNCILLORS

None

13. TO NOTE THE DATE OF THE NEXT MEETING

6th or 13th May (see item 11)  2021 at 7pm via zoom.

GU closed the meeting at 8.17pm.

Vicky Spiers - Clerk to Amberley Parish Council – 16th March 2021      
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SDNP/18/05224/FUL

LAND EAST OF RIVERSIDE CARAVAN PARK-  

Retention of timber storage shed mounted 

on blocks

Amberley Parish Council supports this application but as the building was erected without planning 

permission we would like to see a couple of conditions added to the Approval Decision in that the structure   

should only be used for agriculture purposes and that the structure should be removed if it  

was no longer needed for agriculture purposes (we understand the applicant has indicated a  

willingness to accept the former condition).  DECISION PENDING WITH HDC

SDNP/20/02771/FUL

DREWITTS FARM - Erection of 2 detached 

cottages APC have no objections.  APPLICATION IN PROGRESS WITH HDC

SDNP/20/04707/CND

PHEASANT LODGE - Variation of Condition 

1 of previously approved application 

 APC neither supports or opposes this application.  APPROVED BY HDC

SDNP/20/04272/FUL

AMBERLEY CHALK PITS MUSEUM -

Retention of the Friends Centre building for 

museum purposes/use of the

Amberley Parish Council gives qualified support to this application. We have no objection to the building nor 

the use as a nursery but we have some concerns about the effects of car movements and parking on the 

users of Amberley train station. APPROVED BY HDC

SDNP/20/04706/HOUS

SIMONS LEE - Installation of 2 No. air 

source heat pumps.

Amberley Parish Council supports this application as the proposed heat pump is unobtrusive and its 

installation is supported by policy EN4 of our Neighbourhood Plan relating to reduction of the use of fossil 

fuels.  APPLICATION APPROVED BY HDC

SDNP/20/04803/HOUS

14 HURST COTTAGES - erection of a single 

storey side extension

Amberley Parish Council notes that there is a roof lantern mentioned in the Design Statement and shown on 

the plans but not the elevations. In general, we have no objection to this application but, if the new rooflight 

is approved, we request that a condition is imposed requiring mitigation of light leakage through the rooflight 

in accordance with our Dark Skies Policy.   APPLICATION APPROVED BY HDC

SDNP/20/05108/HOUS

HORSESHOE, DREWITTS FARM - erection 

of a detached single garage

Amberley Parish Council notes that the location plan submitted with this application is somewhat different 

from the one submitted by O’Brien Homes Ltd. as recently as August this year (see attached documents for 

ease of reference). It is the latter that currently has planning permission but the new application has drawn 

the plots differently. It is not clear whether the garages on the west of the site are still going to be built and 

this garage is just a re-siting of one of them or, indeed, whether it is to be built on land acquired by the 

applicant. We support the construction of a new garage, given the pressure on street parking within the 

village. However, because of that pressure we believe it would be appropriate to attach a condition 

prohibiting changes that would preclude its use for housing motor vehicles.  APPLICATION APPROVED BY 

HDC

SDNP/20/05321/HOUS

CROSSGATE HOUSE - Internal 

reconfiguration to provide a new 

kitchen/dining room, downstairs WC, utility 

room and ensuite to master bedroom on 

first floor and second bedroom on ground 

Amberley Parish Council has no objection to this application but, if the new rooflights are approved, we 

request that a condition is imposed requiring mitigation of light leakage through the rooflight in accordance 

with our Dark Skies Policy. APPLICATION APPROVED BY HDC

SDNP/20/05738/FUL

DREWITTS FARM - Non Material 

Amendment to previously approved 

application SDNP/17/03280/FUL 

(Amendments to previously approved 

application SDNP/14/01150/FUL. Proposed 

alterations to roof line of plots 8 and 9, and 

alterations to building length and width of  APC have no objections.  APPLICATION IN PROGRESS WITH HDC

SDNP/21/00432/FUL 

AND 

SDNP/21/00433/LIS

DREWITTS FARM - Demolition of former 

C.20th dairy and existing outbuildings. 

Construction of a new building to form 2x 

commercial units, with 1x dwelling at first 

floor level. Provision of new detached 

garage incidental to the domestic 

occupation of Drewitts Farmhouse. Change APC to review
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AMBERLEY PARISH COUNCIL – FINANCIAL STATEMENT FOR PERIOD  01/01/2021 to 28/02/2021

Current account balance as at 1st January 2021  19,530.37 £      

Receipts since 1st January 2021:

19/01/2021 Parham PC use of zoom subscription for meeting 6.00 £                

£6.00

Less cheques presented or BACS payments since 1st January 2021:

BACS 19/01/2021 Amberley First Responders - annual donation 50.00 £              

BACS 19/01/2021 AGNES (Amberley Welfare Trust) - annual donation 100.00 £            

BACS 19/01/2021 Amberley Cricket Club - annual donation 1,000.00 £        

BACS 19/01/2021 PCC of Amberley - annual donation for Church Hall upkeep 500.00 £            

BACS 19/01/2021 Amberley PCC - annual donation for publishing of minutes in Parish Mag 50.00 £              

BACS 28/01/2021 Glasdon UK - new litter bin for football field 193.07 £            

BACS 29/01/2021 NEST - Employee & Employer pension contributions for Jan 21 70.68 £              

BACS 29/01/2021 HMRC - PAYE and Employee NI contributions for Jan 21 47.94 £              

BACS 29/01/2021 V Spiers - Clerks Jan 21 salary and expenses 997.29 £            

BACS 01/02/2021 Millennium Green (T Bishop) annual donation 280.73 £            

BACS 05/02/2021 Vision ICT - website annual hosting fee and 10 email addresses 546.00 £            

BACS 10/02/2021 M Rollings - bus shelter repairs (Hurst Cottage) 40.00 £              

BACS 17/02/2021 SSALC - new councillor training 36.00 £              

BACS 19/02/2021 Savills UK - 6 monthly rent for football field 150.00 £            

BACS 26/02/2021 NEST - Employee & Employer pension contributions for Feb 21 62.13 £              

BACS 26/02/2021 HMRC - PAYE and Employee NI contributions for Feb 21 9.65 £                

BACS 26/02/2021 V Spiers - Clerks Feb 21 salary and expenses 874.75 £            

SUB-TOTAL 5,008.24 £        

Cheques issued but not presented to date:

None - £                  

Cheques to be signed at this meeting:

None - £                  

Current account balance available after 28th February 2021: 14,528.13 £      

This includes £2545.60 for the following earmarked reserves;

£945.60 for Operation Watershed works

£200 for new noticeboard

£1400 for Ruffs path works


