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The buzz around  
the nectar café...
Amberley Gardens Open this year was a 
fantastic example of what we as a com-
munity can achieve, through the diversity 
of our outstanding gardens.  

Diversity matters: a lack of plant diversity 
would lead to a decline in insect numbers, 
which in turn would adversely aff ect birds 
and other wildlife, and the enjoyment of 
our gardens. So gardens require our in-
tervention not just to make them look 
beautiful, but to be vibrant and healthy.  

In that context there is a common misconception that “wild-
ing” is somehow about standing back and letting nature take 
over.  On the contrary, in a depleted and fragmented world, our 
intervention, as the keystone species now, is critical to restore 
nature processes. By varying the intensity of our interventions 
and making them more random, as happens in the wild with 
apex predators, our gardens become more complex and dy-
namic, fostering a kaleidoscope of life.  

A key part of that is the pro-
duction of nectar and pol-
len, which allows butterfl ies, 
bees and others to thrive, 
and ultimately ourselves to 
survive.  Setting up a nectar 
cafe is therefore a laudable 
ambition for a community 
renowned for its hospitality 
and horticultural skill. Let’s 
aim for a Michelin star.

How can we set up a thriving nectar café?  First, get the service 
up to scratch:

Avoid using pesticides and herbicides, and slug pellets; 
there is nothing worse for pollinators. As an alternative, use  
companion planting, for example

Mow the lawn less, and allow borders to grow as cover for 
wildlife, and leave some dead plant matter around for insect 
nesting

Provide water: pollinators sometimes need to drink from a 
shallow pool

Choose a sheltered sunny spot for planting for pollinators

And then the all important food!

Place each plant in groups so that the colour and scent 
are easy to detect

Prolong the fl owering season – select plants so that you 
have a show of fl owers from early spring to late autumn

  

*Several species

If you follow this advice (extracted more from Wildlife Trusts 
and the Royal Horticultural Society than the Michelin Guide 
I confess), you are expected to get bountiful and happy cus-
tomers, particularly once the buzz gets round about what’s on 
off er in your nectar café.  Good luck with the star, if not three!  
                      Fraser Wheeler 
Greener Amberley


