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GAVIN, CAROLE & ALL THE TEAM AT 

THE G & D 
THANK YOU ALL FOR YOUR CONTINUED 

SUPPORT AND 
WISH YOU ALL 

A VERY MERRY CHRISTMAS 
& 

HAPPY, HEALTHY & PROSPEROUS NEW YEAR! 

The George & dragon 
Houghton 

Tel: 01798 831559 

EMAIL: info@thegeorgeanddragonhoughton@hotmail.co.uk 

www.thegeorgeanddragonhoughton.co.uk 

“I heard the bells on 
Christmas Day Their 
old, familiar carols 
play, and wild and 
sweet the words repeat 
of peace on earth, 
good-will to men!” 
– Henry Wadsworth 
Longfellow 
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The New Vicarage, School Road, Amberley, BN18 9NA Tel: 01798 831 600

Light in the darkness
At the start of December three years 
ago Steve and I had just moved into 
Amberley and between unpacking and 
struggling to obtain a phone line we 
were preparing for my licensing ser-
vice.  

In my first letter for this magazine, writ-
ten just as we moved, I picked up the 
children’s question on long car jour-
neys, ‘Are we nearly there yet?’  

After another year dominated by con-
cerns around Covid and its restrictions 
on normal life, we may well still be ask-
ing ‘Are we nearly there?’ Vaccinations 
have undoubtedly made a huge differ-
ence, but how we long for the freedoms 
we used to enjoy before the pandemic!  

There has been much this year which has challenged us. 
We have shared concerns over not only the pandemic but 
the big issues of climate change. Many have faced uncer-
tainty over education, finances or employment. For some 
of you the challenges have been those of personal loss, 
health and other circumstances. 
 
The ‘blitz spirit’ with which we pulled together through the 
crisis time of the first lockdown has long since faded.  In-
stead there is a weariness with Covid, along with impa-
tience and frustration which sometimes leads people to 
put their interests before consideration for others. I hope 
that in our local community we can continue to be support-
ive and understanding of each other.  

If you or a neighbour have needs which affect health and 
wellbeing in the broadest sense please remember the Wel-
fare Trust is there with funds to help. The money has been 
given by local people for local people and while we’re con-
sidering a new mutual support fund there is much which 
we can do already. Please do get in touch confidentially if 
you’d like to know more. Let’s continue to look out for each 
other and point each other to means of support in difficult 
times. 

Normally I enjoy the cosiness of win-
ter and the approach of Christmas, 
but this year all feels a little subdued 
as we wonder once again if those 
longed-for events will feel Covid- 
safe.  We have tried to plan a variety 
of church Christmas events, includ-
ing some outside and some which 
will be live streamed, so that we can 
be together safely and with confi-
dence.  We’d love to welcome you 
to any of these! Look out for post-
ers and a leaflet through your door 
with full details.  If we have to make 
changes we’ll update via Listserve 
and a notice at the shop.

Our theme this Christmas is Light in 
the Darkness as we celebrate Jesus 
the Light of the World, not a remote 

God but born as one of us. He prom-
ises to be with us in the darkness of 

difficult times as well as the joys of life, bringing his love, 
his strength and hope for the future.  

As we look to a new year, wondering what it may hold for 
us, may we remember the words of the Christmas gospel: 
‘The light shines in the darkness, and the darkness has 
not overcome it’ (John 1 v.5). I pray that you may know 
that light, God’s gift to us for life and not just for Christmas. 
When we see torchlight or lights in the windows under our 
wonderfully dark skies may we resolve to let our light shine 
out, sharing love and hope in 2022. May we be of good 
courage as we head into a new year, knowing that we do 
not go alone. 

Steve and I wish you a very Happy Christmas and God’s 
blessings for 2022 and all that it holds.  

			             	
			             	
			             The Revd Gerry Burgess 	
				               Priest-in-Charge

The Revd Gerry Burgess
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DECEMBER/JANUARY SERVICES

Sunday, 5th December    Advent 2	 Purple Array 

9.15am 		 Holy Communion		 Parham 

11.00am 	 Holy Communion		 Amberley 

3.00pm		  Advent Evensong     	 Wiggonholt

sunday, 12th December  Advent 3    Purple array

9.00am 		 Holy Communion		 Greatham 

10.00am 	 The Gift of Christmas 	 Amberley		
                              A short café-style service for all. 			 
	                Enjoy refreshments, bring gifts for 			 
	                Family Support Work and learn 			 
	                more about their work 

3.00pm 		 Carol Service		  Parham

Saturday, 18th December

4.00pm 		 Crib Blessing		  North Stoke		
		  May be held in churchyard

Sunday, 19th December    Advent 4	 Purple Array

9.15am 		 Holy Communion		 Wiggonholt 

11.00am 	 Holy Communion (said)	 Amberley

4.00pm 		 Carol Service		  Amberley

Sunday, 26th December   Christmas 1  White Array

9.30am 		 Holy Communion		 Amberley		
		  A quiet said service

Sunday, 2nd January    Epiphany	 White Array

9.15am 		 Holy Communion		 Parham

11.00am 	 Holy Communion		 Amberley

6.00pm 		 New Year Compline (by Zoom) 

Sunday, 9th January	     baptism of Christ			
				                  White array

9.00am 		 Holy Communion 		 Greatham

10.00am		 Worship for All		  Amberley	

Sunday, 16th January   Epiphany 2	  white array

9.15am 		 Holy Communion		 Wiggonholt

11.00am 	 Holy Communion		 Amberley

3.00pm 		 Evensong		  Parham

Sunday, 23rd January Epiphany 3	  White array

9.00am 		 Matins			   Greatham

11.00am 	 Holy Communion		 Amberley

Sunday, 30th January   Candlemas	 White array

10.00am 	 Holy Communion		 Amberley		
		  United Benefice service

Sunday, 6th February     4 before Lent	   		
			                                Green array

9.15am 		 Holy Communion		 Parham

11.00am 	 Holy Communion		 Amberley

3.00pm 		 Evensong		  Wiggonholt

Christmas services: The Light shines
We’d love to welcome you to any of our Christmas 
services as we celebrate the Light of Christ shining 
amid the darkness.

With Covid still active locally we plan to hold some 
Christmas services outdoors, so please come pre-
pared.  When in church please wear face masks if 
possible and continue to respect distancing.

Any amendments to our plans which become neces-
sary will be posted on Listserve and the Wildbrooks 
Churches Facebook page and sent via church e-mail.  

Friday, 24th December 	 Christmas Eve

3.00pm 		 Journey to the Manger, with Crib Building 	
		  (starting at The Square, Amberley)

6.00pm 		 Churchyard Carols 	 Wiggonholt	
		   Outdoor event: bring torch 			
               	  and dress warmly

7.00pm 		 Holy Communion 		 Wiggonholt 	
		  A short and quiet 				  
		  Communion service in church

Saturday, 25th December    Christmas Day  	
				          White Array

9.00am 		 Holy Communion		 Parham

9.00am 		 Holy Communion		 Greatham 	
		  In churchyard if weather permits

10.30am 	 Family Communion	 Amberley
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BIBLE READINGS / CHURCH NEWS

Bible Readings
Sunday, 5th December		
Psalm 25.1-10; Malachi 3.1-4; 	
Luke 3.1-6

Sunday, 12th December 	
Philippians 4:4-7; Luke 3:7-18

Sunday, 19th December	
Micah 5:2-5a; Luke 1:39-45

Readings for Carol Services and Christmas tbc

Sunday, 26th December					   
Titus 3:4-7; Luke 2: 8-20

Sunday, 2nd January					   
Psalm 98; Isaiah 60.1-6; Matthew 2.1-12

Sunday, 9th January					   
Isaiah 43.1-7; Luke 3.5-17, 21-22

Sunday, 16th January					   
Psalm 45.1-9; Isaiah 62:1-5; John 2:1-11

Sunday, 23rd January					   
Psalm 19; Nehemiah 8:1-3, 5-6, 8-10; Luke 4:14-21

Sunday, 30th January					   
Hebrews 2:14-18; Luke 2:22-40

Sunday, 6th February					   
Psalm 138; Isaiah 6:1-8; Luke 5:1-11

From the Parish Registers
Baptism

Evie Phoebe Sheila Baker 				  
at Parham (31st October)

Service of Thanksgiving

Jerry Losty						    
at Amberley (25th November)

Burial of ashes

Bill Waymark						    
at North Stoke (8th November)

Elizabeth (Flossie) Mitchell	  			 
at Parham (19th November)

A series of short evening reflections held on Zoom.

9pm on Tuesdays, 30th November and 7th, 14th 
December.

Why not make a space for this quiet time to pause and 
be with God?

Please e-mail revgerryburgess@gmail.com for Zoom 
meeting details 

(Phone option is also available).

Blessing of the  
Christmas Crib with Carols 

 

ST MARY THE VIRGIN NORTH STOKE 
SATURDAY 18th DECEMBER 4pm 

A Service with children in mind 
 

ST MARY THE VIRGIN 
NORTH STOKE 

 
Wrap up and bring a torch - we may be in 

the churchyard 
 

PLEASE COME AND JOIN US 
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CHURCH NEWS

We will remember them
Well over 70 people of all ages attended the Remem-
brance Sunday service on November 14 at the war 
memorial in St Michael’s churchyard. 

The names of the fallen from Amberley and North 
Stoke who died in both World Wars were read by     
David Lyon and the Kohima Epitaph was said by Air 
Vice Marshal Mike Adams. There were also readings 
by Sue Adams, who also served in the RAF, and Steve 
Burgess. The Last Post was sounded on the bugle by 
Ollie Clifford, and, following the two-minute silence, 
the Reveille. 

Wreaths were laid by the Air Vice Marshal Mike Adams 
and Geoff Uren, chairman of Amberley Parish Council. 
Large, decorated poppies made by children from Am-
berley Primary School, had been previously laid dur-
ing a special service they attended on Armistice Day.

The Revd Gerry Burgess, Priest-in-Charge, who con-
ducted the service, recalled how her father, as a young 
RAF medical orderly arrived at Tangmere just as the blitz 
took place at Portsmouth. “This anxious young man, bare-
ly out of his teens, was faced with terribly injured fellow 
service men. He felt out of his depth, I have no doubt, 
but he had the courage to kneel at his bedside and pray 
despite the jeers of others around him, and his faith sus-
tained him through those demanding years. 

“We share today in remembering those who served, those 
who lost their lives or who lost loved ones and those 
whose lives were changed forever by their experiences. 

“As we reflect today on the sacrifice of so many ordinary 
people may we also resolve, God being our helper, to do 
all we can to play our part for a hopeful and peaceful fu-
ture,” the Revd Burgess concluded.

Roll of Honour
Great War 1914-1918
Amberley
Thomas Davis
Frederick Duke
Isaac Elcombe
Percy George Hamilton
William Charles Hammond
Reginald Henry Jackson
Ralph Jackson
Herbert William Launder

John Philby
Frederick Quinnell
James Searle
Arthur John Smith
Sydney Onslow Smith
Alfred Wakeham
Peter Wakeham

North Stoke
Frederick George Scott
Alfred Dennis Knight
Charles Upperton

Second World War 		
1939-1945
Amberley
Alan Gosden
John Cunningham Jackson
Richard John Latham
Andrew Wontner-Smith
George Johnson
Frederick Hamilton

Geoff Uren, chairman of Amberley Parish Council (left) and 
Air Vice Marshal Mike Adams laid wreaths



With Christmas approaching St Michael’s is again appealing to your generosity to donate 
Christmas food and gifts for the charity Family Support Work (FSW) to help families in 

West Sussex who are in difficult circumstances.

The Gift of Christmas – 12th December at 10am
Bring a gift to our café-style service at St Michael’s, enjoy refreshments and hear more about the work of the charity 

Family Support Work

FSW try to ensure that every child on their books – and their mums and dads – gets a Christmas present. If you are 
able to donate a gift (only new goods please) then please bring it along to St Michael’s on 12th December.

Suitable gifts include: toys for children over 5 (they have plenty of baby and toddler toys already and don’t really need 
soft toys); Gifts for teens – a difficult one, but vouchers are always acceptable; gifts for mums and dads – could be 

toiletries, scarves etc or again vouchers.

No alcohol please and do not wrap gifts – FSW need to see what they have!

Christmas Food Collection

Gifts of Christmas food for distribution via the foodbank will also be appreciated. Here’s what they need:

Colin and the team will hold food items for me at the village shop – only items purchased there please

or you can drop in my side porch at Old Place – first door on the left up Hog Lane from Church St end

or drop in the porch at Amberley New Vicarage in School Road.

I need to deliver gifts on December 13th and food by the17th

For more information please contact

Mel Edge amberleystmichael@gmail.com     07973 163369

As ever, thank you for your support
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PEOPLE & EVENTS

Farewell and welcome…
We bid farewell to Amanda Morley, who has moved from 
Mavic in Church Street, Amberley, to Dorset, and welcome 
Dr Matthew Cook and Michael Donovan, who are the 
new owners. We wish them all every happiness in their 
new homes.

And farewell to Sue Ford, of 14 Crossgates, who last 
month returned to Australia, after 41 years in the UK, to 
take up a job opportunity in Sydney. She is looking forward 
to spending time with her 98-year-old father, who lives in 
Cobram, Victoria, with her sister. Husband Andy Ford is 
planning to join Sue in the spring once his application for 
a Partner Visa has been approved. Meanwhile, welcome 
back to Sue’s son Craig and partner Theresa, and four-
year-old daughter Zoey (who will be starting school at 
Amberley in September), who are moving into the family 
home in Crossgates. 

Congratulations…
To Pam Ffoulkes Roberts, of the Old Brewhouse, Amber-
ley who celebrates her 90th birthday on January 12. 

And to Marcus Lyon, whose latest 
publishing project on Detroit has 
won Book of the Year, Best British 
Book and Best Self-Published Book 
at last month’s 2021 British Book 
Design and Production Awards – the 
Oscars of the British art book world.

Marcus, who grew up in Amberley 
and last year acquired Gastons, off 
Church Street, is a noted portrait photographer, whose sub-
jects have included the Queen and several Prime Ministers.  

“Moving to Amberley in the 1980s marked the beginning of 
my love of photography… indeed, I had my first darkroom 
at Oak Tree. I was much influenced by the late Elizabeth 
Butler back in the days when she lived and had her studio 
at Gastons, together with an array of other artists, including 
Simon Jollands who also grew up in the village at Ruff’s 
Barn. 

Marcus’s early career was much influenced by his degree 
in Political Science and he worked extensively for Amnesty 
International and various other campaigning social justice 
NGOs. Over the years he established a successful portrait 
practice but in the last decade has focused on a series of 
Human Atlas projects. These bring together, in book and 
exhibition formats, 100 nominated people who are creat-
ing significant change in their specific communities through 
portraits, oral histories and ancestral DNA mapping. 

His studio has completed projects in Brazil, Germany and, 

more recently, Detroit. It is currently working on projects on 
Silicon Valley for the Packard Foundation and Los Angeles 
for the Getty Museum. 

In addition to the latest accolades, the Detroit book has won 
numerous awards to date. 

“As a family, Bel, Flo, Arthur and I were incredibly fortunate 
in 2019 when Katie Ohno offered us the chance to live at the 
magical Gastons when she decided to move to Brighton. 
Due to the lockdowns Katie stayed on for several months 
and we finally moved in during the summer of 2020.”

Marcus and Bel  recently completed an eco renovation of 
the old converted Milk Shed which sits between Oak Tree 
courtyard, Gastons and Church Street, and  is currently be-
ing used as a wellness space.

Gardens Open 2022 
It is hoped that it will be possible once again to stage the 
biennial Amberley Gardens Open event next June, having 
cancelled the 2020 event due to Covid-19. The date is 
Sunday, June 12.

Details will follow in the New Year, but please contact ei-
ther Suzie Coates (footloose@amberleyvillage.net) or 
Jacqui Feakins (jaxfs@aol.com) if you would like further 
information or would like to open your garden.

The event raises funds for Action Medical Research, a 
Horsham-based charity launched by an Amberley resi-
dent, the late Duncan Guthrie, and which celebrates its 
70th anniversary next year. In 2018, the last occasion Gar-
dens Open was held, the event attracted around 1,500 
visitors and raised £15,000.

Covid update
Thankfully, Covid-19 infection rates are reducing (at the 
time of writing), from an average of 738 (per 100,000 roll-
ing rate) in the five local areas (Amberley & Pulborough, 
Arundel, Billingshurst, Petworth & Easebourne, West Chil-
tington three weeks ago, to an average of 475 at the time 
of writing (November 17), with the Amberley & Pulborough 
area at 442.  

However, to put that into perspective, this compares to an 
average figure of 83 across the same five areas, this time 
last year. 

Please continue to consider mask wearing and Covid-19 
testing, particularly when planning to attend indoor events 
(vaccines are good at preventing severe disease but not 
nearly as good at preventing transmission)...and please en-
sure that you have your booster jab.   Amberley Help Hub

Marcus Lyon



RICHARD SAWYER
Painter and Decorator, 

Roof  Repairs etc.

Highly recommended locally

Tel: 01403 783115

PHILIP JONES
Registered Heating Engineer 

& Plumber

Heating Installations

Powerflushing Specialist

Bathrooms and General Plumbing

Mob: 07778 303 592

Tel: 01903 872811

 CHRISTMAS FAYRE
MONDAY, 29th NOVEMBER

1pm - 4pm
You are cordially invited to get the festive season underway at     

Amberley Village Stores. Free tastings of  meats, savouries, sweets 
and wines. Join us for a convivial afternoon’s pre-Christmas shopping

01798 831 171

 

 Family or friends looking for quality self-catering 	
 accommodation in Amberley?

New conversion of an old farm building, offering stylish 
and comfortable self-contained studio accommodation 
for two. Located in an enviable position in the heart of 
the village, with unrivalled views. Modern utilities and 

furnishings, whilst retaining rural charm. 
Weekly lets, long weekends, short and last-minute breaks.

Contact: Sandie and Geoff Conlon on 
(01798) 839 320

www.selfcateringarundel.co.uk

The Roost
at Stream Barn,
The Square, 
Amberley, BN18 9SR

 Winter opening hours: 9am - 4pm weekdays; 9am - 2pm Saturday and Sunday

T M APPLIANCE SERVICES LTD
Tony Mardell

Appliance Service Specialist
Domestic appliance services don’t come any more reliable than 

those carried out by T M Appliance Services Ltd. Our services 
cover everything from sales through to servicing and repairs.

=Cookers and Ovens
=Dishwashers

=Fridges and Freezers
=Washing Machines and Tumble Dryers

=Gas safe for installation and repair of cookers

Tel: 01903 785410
Email: info@tmappliances.co.uk

 Company Reg: 7913027 VAT Reg: 971 0660 26 Gas Safe Reg: 529276

Door-to-door deliveries available: order by 11.30am for next day delivery. Also click-and-collect on the same basis.

E-mail: info@avsshop.co.uk.   Online order form: www.amberleyshop.uk
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J.P. ‘Jerry’ Losty, 1945-2021
Jerry Losty, who died suddenly on September 29, 
was regarded as one of the world’s leading scholars 
of Indian art. He was Curator of Prints and Drawings 
of the Oriental and India Office Collections at the Brit-
ish Library for 35 years.

Born and raised in London’s Clerkenwell he attended  
St Aloyisius Grammar School in Archway.  Clerken-
well was just a walk from the British Museum where 
he spent many hours slaking his thirst for knowledge. 
He won a scholarship to Oxford to read history at 
Christ Church, but after the first trimester he changed 
course to read Sanskrit and Old Iranian. 

Jerry went on to the Sanskrit College in Pune (Poona) for 
two years, reading Sanskrit Drama and spending any spare 
time travelling around India accompanied by his faithful All 
India Railway Guide which informed him of all the different 
rail gauges!  

On his return to London he was appointed Assistant Keeper 
(Curator) of the Sanskrit Collections in the Oriental Man-
uscripts Department at the British Museum.  He became 
more interested in researching the art of Indian manuscripts 
and moved to become Curator of Prints and Drawings at the 
India Office Library. This department became subsumed by 
the British Library which included the Oriental Manuscripts 
Collections of the British Museum and Jerry went on to be-
come the Curator of Visual Arts at the British Library.  His 
knowledge covered the breadth of Indian art and history 
from the early palm leaf manuscripts including those from 
Nepal to that of the Raj and the East India Company, includ-
ing a huge collection of photographs.

Throughout the 35 years of his active service at the British 
Library he gave most of his attention to making the collec-
tion available to scholars; he was a pioneer in digitising its 
holdings. He was dedicated to his own research as much 
as to the research of those who sought his help, but it was 
only after his retirement that he began to publish in earnest, 
resulting in the 26 books that he authored or co-authored, 
as well as many chapters in books, articles in journals, and 
blogs for the Library.  

Besides his much admired Art of the Book in India exhibi-
tion and book in 1982 he discovered large volumes of the 
Ramayana which had been in the collection of the previous 
Duke of Sussex and this culminated in a large exhibition at 
the British Library. Similarly, Sita Ram who accompanied 
Lord and Lady Hastings up-river from Calcutta in 1815, was 
another artist he discovered and he again produced a book 
and exhibition. He also worked on the 19th century English 
painter William Daniel’s diaries in India.

Jerry married Kate Godby, whose parents lived in High Tit-
ten, at St Michael’s Church, Amberley, on December 31, 
1977. Early on they lived in Dulwich with their two daugh-
ters, Elle and Cat, moving to Walcot Square in Kennington 

in 1999, and finally taking up resi-
dence at Granny Read’s in Amber-
ley in 2010.   

Jerry had a great love of music – he 
played the spinet and piano – and 
was a frequent concert-goer, but 
failing hearing, sadly, meant hav-
ing to give up both these activities 
in later years. He was also an ac-
complished cook. 

There were many tributes to him 
from colleagues from around the 

world, and some of those he men-
tored and worked with were expected to speak at a Memo-
rial Service at St Michael’s on November 25.   

Colonel Derek Corner
A former resident of Amberley, Colonel Derek Corner OBE, 
has died in Cyprus, aged 86. He and Rosemary lived at 
Brookside in Hog Lane, before retiring to Cyprus where he 
had served as garrison commander at Dhekelia. Prior to that 
he had a distinguished career at Sandhurst. The couple had 
two daughters – Fiona and Jane – who grew up in Amberley. 

The house in Hog Lane is thought to have been previously 
owned by Mrs Scott, Rosemary’s mother. Latterly, it has been 
the home of Martin and Wendy Carter. It is currently let while 
Martin, who recently retired, does a degree course in modern 
and medieval languages at Wolfson College, Cambridge. 

The funeral took place at Dhekelia on November 2, followed 
by burial at the British Military Cemetery there. 

Hold the front page!
When a character appears in a film with a press pass jammed 
in his hatband, a notebook in his hand, or a microphone 
poised to be pushed into someone’s face for a quote, it can 
mean one of several things. Journalists in films can be cru-
saders or evil manipulators, or just a useful way of explaining 
the plot to the audience.

The role of the media in films was the subject of an illustrated 
talk, led by Amberley resident and former journalist Sandy 
Guthrie, at the New Park Cinema in Chichester last month.

He examined different screen newspaper and magazine writ-
ers, as well as broadcasters, throughout the history of cinema, 
looking at fictional hacks and true-life investigative newsmen 
and women, and the way they have been portrayed. Films 
are riddled with them, some comic and some dramatic, some 
dynamic and some sinister

If you missed this fascinating talk, you can catch up with the 
podcast on the cinema’s website, (https://chichestercinema.
org/film-education/) and just scroll down. There is also an ear-
lier talk on the same subject in the June 2020 podcast.

Jerry Losty
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Spring start for car park
Work on our community car park is hopefully going to com-
mence in the spring. 

Amberley Parish Council is in discussion with a contractor on 
finalising the contract, with the South Downs National Park 
Authority’s planning department over discharging the condi-
tions which were part of the planning permission, and the 
various sources of funding. 

We are pleased to announce that we have now secured 
funding from the Department for Levelling Up, Housing & 
Communities (the providers of funds  under what used to be 
called the Public Works Loan Board, or PWLB), Community 
Infrastructure Levy (CIL) funds from SDNPA, and Section 
106 funds from West Sussex County Council. 

Of course, our costs could rise due to inflation, materials sup-
ply shortages, or interest rate rises, but we have allowed for 
some contingency funds to help cover these eventualities.

It has always been our plan to add Electric Vehicle (EV) 
charging points to the car park, and we will be installing duct-
ing underground to allow us to expand the number of charg-
ing points over time. We are in talks with Horsham District 
Council and WSCC regarding initiatives that they have to 
introduce EV charging points for both on-street locations and 
rural car parks.

Amberley residents can help us build a case for EV charging 
in the car park by going to (https://www.connectedkerb.com/
west-sussex-chargepoint-network), which will let you register 
your support for EV charging points in Amberley. 

The postcode for the Amberley Community car park is BN18 
9NB.                                                 Geoff Uren  Amberley 
Parish Council						    

Amberley’s Winter Plan
Just to remind readers and also to inform our new residents 
that Amberley has a Winter Plan which relies on the goodwill 
of volunteers to make it succeed.

West Sussex County Council’s Highways Department grit 
only the major bus routes in the county – but luckily it did 
agree that Amberley’s bus route (Village Bus and school bus-
es) should be gritted, which means Rackham Street, Rack-
ham Road, East Street and School Road.   

There are bins containing salt and grit only for those roads 
not on the bus route.  The amount of grit needed is very small 
– between 10 and 20g per square metre – which is less than 
a tablespoon!   

If I get notification that they are gritting I will put this out on 
Listserve – or if you are on Twitter they usually tweet if they 
are gritting.   

We hold reserves of salt and I would be grateful if you would 

let me know if the bins need topping up.  In theory, WSCC 
should have already done this if they needed it as I sent them 
an audit of our bins in September.  We also have a few snow 
shovels to lend out – Jason Charman keeps these so either 
contact him or myself if they are needed.

In the past – pre COVID – I kept a list of volunteers with 4x4 
cars who would be willing to either pick up prescriptions or 
take people to their medical appointments if the roads be-
come bad.  Please let me know if you would be willing to be 
on the list and also if you were on the list previously please 
confirm that you are still happy to be on it. 				 
                                                         	  Hazel Allinson 
Amberley Parish Council

Concert date announced for 
Malawi Schools project
Tickets for a charity concert on February 26 at Champs 
Hill in aid of the Amberley-backed Malawi Schools Project, 
together with the Cystic Fibrosis Trust, are now on sale. 

The concert will feature two award winning choirs – Vocal Fu-
sion and Kaleidoscope, plus an instrumental group Three’s 
Company. The choirs will perform acapella songs ranging 
from 1930s Gershwin classics to hits from recent decades 
and will perform as separate choirs and as a combined choir 
of over 30 voices. The instrumental group will add further 
variety to the evening with music-making from Gary Prior’s 
piano, Paul Newton’s trumpet and Bryony Prior’s horn. 

Vocal Fusion Acapella (VFA), who have previously performed 
both in Amberley, where two its members live, and at Champs 
Hill in joint concerts with Citi choir to capacity audiences. 

Tickets, priced £20, are available from Jeff Feakins (e-mail 
feakster@aol.com) for payment by bank transfer, or online 
via Tickettailor (https://buytickets.at/msp/605719  for card 
payment).

The concert is by kind permission of the Bowerman Chari-
table Trust. 

Doing your bit: 4x4 owners can help in an emergency



Christmas Fayre  

1pm to 4pm  
Monday, 29th November 
 

 
Come and Get festive with the 
whole community. Cheese, Meats, 
Savoury, Sweet & Wine samples 
available 

Have your Christmas lunch straight from local suppliers and Brighton 
market. 
How? 

Use our online form or ask for a paper copy 
Form- Amberleyshop.uk 

Telephone-01798 831171 
Email– info@avsshop.co.uk  

A.V.S Club members Delivery 23rd December 
Non A.V.S Club Members Delivery 22nd December  

This includes all goods available in the shop  
 

Groceries for Christmas Day 



SLINDON
COLLEGE

 KNOW THYSELF

Slindon College is an Independent Day and Boarding School for boys aged 8-18,
set in the historic Slindon House, located in the South Downs National Park.

Slindon College provides a stimulating, broad and balanced educational 
experience for pupils of all academic abilities, taking into account their 

strengths and talents. 

The College offers outstanding transformative education and pastoral care 
for boys who will thrive in a specialist learning environment. 

High teacher to student ratio

Bursaries & Scholarships available

Day, Flexi/Weekly/Termly Boarding

.

.. Visits welcome all year

Extensive enrichment program

Local minibus pick up available

..

.

Slindon House, Slindon, Arundel, West Sussex, BN18 0RH
01243 814320    registrar@slindoncollege.co.uk    www.slindoncollege.co.uk. .

“This school has changed my son and our life for the better. 
Happy child, happy parents, happy home.” Parent 2019
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Riverside
South Downs

Two terraced gardens, restaurant, bike and 
boat hire, plus kayaks and paddle boards

Open daily 9am-4pm

01798 831 066

info@riversidesouthdowns.com

Houghton Bridge, Amberley, BN18 9LP

Artists of Amberley 
The artists of Amberley have played an interesting and 
important part in establishing the cultural heritage of our 
village. There was certainly a lot of interest at the autumn 
meeting of the Amberley Society where Grahame Joseph 
gave a talk about our local artists, past and present. 

From enjoying something, comes a thirst to understand, 
and that was clearly apparent at the meeting. The eyes of 
artist Edward Stott enjoyed what he saw here, as reported 
in The Art Journal of 1889 of the day he arrived in Amber-
ley in 1887… ‘to seek out a path for himself, to fix his eyes 
on the goal of his ideal’.  He arrived ‘on a wet miserable 
day, and there he has remained, and has made the repu-
tation of the village and himself.’  

By understanding what he saw, he valued it and shared 
it through his paintings. In doing so he helped care for 
our surroundings. He immersed himself in village life and 
through his influence, other artists came to paint here. The 
cycle of heritage and appreciation of it, thankfully, still re-
mains strong in Amberley through to this day.

Stott was a reluctant celebrity but his following helped 
establish one of this country’s first rural art colonies. The 
arrival of the railway from London in 1863 provided easy 
access between the destinations, enabling artists to visit, 
live and paint here and exhibit in London. 

Stott’s painting Maternity, exhibited in 1903, is obviously 
based on the view from his studio overlooking Ivy Cottage 
in Hog Lane. Stott has been described as ‘the poet-painter 
of the twilight’. Apparently, he, along with other Amberley 
artists like Felicia Lieven-Bauwens, detested the arrival 
of electric light, telegraph poles and wires. The painting 
is symbolic of the cycles of life, nature, the seasons and 
especially of daylight fading into darkness, which, in the 

days before electricity, people were so much more aware. 

The comprehensive Amberley Society archive shows 
around 100 names associated with art – painters, illus-
trators, wood engravers, etchers, potters, teachers, gal-
lery owners etc. The meeting talk was based on a swift 
virtual tour around the village to see where some of the 
more prominent artists lived and the studios in which they 
worked.  It was fascinating to see changes through the 
intervening years. At each stop along the way we saw im-
ages of the artists’ work.

As it was Hallowe’en weekend, the talk, appropriately, 
ended with two spooky illustrations from Washington Ir-
ving’s book, Rip van Winkle. These were by the leading 
book illustrator from the golden age of British book illustra-
tion, Arthur Rackham, who lived at Houghton.    

Many missed the talk because of increased concerns 
about the pandemic but after numerous requests for a re-
peat, even from those who attended, another showing is 
being considered.

The Arts Society West Sussex			 

Christmas talk
The magic and joy of Christmas through the artist E.H. 
Shepard’s cartoons, water colours and pen and ink draw-
ings will be the subject of the talk for members of the Arts 
Society West Sussex on Tuesday, December 7 at 2pm. 
James Campbell’s talk will include images from Wind in 
the Willows and Winnie the Pooh, and will be followed by 
prosecco, mulled wine and mince pies. 

Non-members are welcome to attend the meeting at 
Fittleworth Village Hall for £5. Contact Jackie Buckler on 
(01903) 411086 or e-mail westsussex@theartssociety.org
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Flo Lyon (11) was selected by her primary school in London to visit No.10 Downing Street in the week before COP26 to 
take part in a children’s climate press conference with the Prime Minister. Flo (seated second left, with microphone), 

quizzed the PM on whether we should be planting more trees and if our cities should have more green spaces.

Bonfire night party kick-starts 
Parham church tower appeal
The Rackham bonfire night party organised by Nigel and 
EA Draffan proved an encouraging start for the essential  
tower repairs at St Peter’s Church, Parham, raising over 
£600, of which £296 came from the raffle organised by 
Glenys Rowe. It will enable the Parochial Church Council 
to engage a structural engineer to carry out a survey to 
determine what repairs are necessary. 

Wreath workshop a sell-out
The popular Christmas wreath workshop on Monday De-
cember 13 in St Michael’s Church Hall is now full, with a 
waiting list.

Rail disruption over Christmas
Major engineering works will affect journeys in and out of 
London Victoria on November 27-28, and also between 
December 25 and 3 January 3. Most trains will be diverted 
to London Bridge.

Leconfield singers
After a temporary absence in 2020, the popular Leconfield 
Singers’ Christmas concert makes a welcome return to St 
Mary’s Church, Petworth, at 6pm on Saturday, December  11.

This year’s concert will be packed full of seasonal favourites 
along with a selection of surprises, and will feature John 
Rutter’s Gloria, a beautiful and dramatic work described as 
‘exalted, devotional and jubilant’, featuring a large brass en-
semble, together with percussion, timpani and organ.

Tickets are priced from  £7.50. (www.leconfieldsingers.co.uk)

Time to renew your magazine
subscription 
It is approaching that time of year again when annual 
subscription renewals become payable. Most of our 
readers have their issues delivered to the door on a 
regular basis by a team of volunteers.

If you would like to continue to receive the magazine – 
still outstanding value at just £10 for 10 issues – pay-
ment should be sent to Pam Keeble, The Old Bake-
house, Church Street, Amberley BN18 9NE (01798 831 
050) with cheques made out to Amberley PCC. 

Alternatively, if you would prefer to pay online, pay-
ments should be made to PCC of Amberley (Account 
no: 13834387, sort code 20-98-74) using your surname 
as reference. If paying by this method, it is essential 
you advise Pam by e-mailing her at pamwkeeble@
gmail.com confirming that payment has been made.  

Payment should be made before the end of the year to 
ensure continuity of delivery.

Due to ever increasing postal charges, once again it 
has been necessary to increase the annual subscrip-
tion for those who receive their copies by mail to 
£26.50, for which our sincere apologies.

Although copies are available for purchase at Am-
berley Village Stores and in the four churches, they 
are generally snapped up shortly after publication. To 
avoid disappointment, it is worth taking out an annual 
subscription and having your monthly copy delivered 
to the door at no extra charge. Why not do it today?



Putting together a plan early in the tax year to utilise 
the savings allowances and exemptions available can 
have a big impact towards achieving your long-term 
goals. When it comes to investing, you might want to 
take action now to give your money longer to grow – 
or set up a regular savings plan to invest a little each 
month. The key is to plan ahead and take advantage 
of the tax breaks available.

So, whether it’s making best use of your ISA 
allowance, topping up your pension or to give 
younger generations a helping hand, we can  
help you head in the right direction.

Bring your goals 
a step closer.

The value of an investment with St. James’s Place will be directly linked to the performance of the funds  
you select and the value can therefore go down as well as up.  You may get back less than you invested. 

The levels and bases of taxation, and reliefs from taxation, can 
change at any time and are dependent on individual circumstances.
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Nigel Evans DipPFS

Principal

Glebe Cottage 
The Street  Poynings
West Sussex  BN45 7AQ
Telephone: 01273 857730   
Mobile: 07967 381341   
Email: nigel.evans@sjpp.co.uk   
Website: www.spinnaker-wealth.co.uk

The Partner Practice represents only St. James’s Place Wealth Management plc (which is authorised and regulated by the Financial Conduct 
Authority) for the purpose of advising solely on the Group’s wealth management products and services, more details of which are set out on the 
Group’s website www.sjp.co.uk/products. The title ‘Partner Practice’ is the marketing term used to describe St. James’s Place representatives.
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LIGHT  
IN THE DARKNESS  

 
CHRISTMAS SERVICES  
IN THE WILDBROOKS 

CHURCHES  

Friday 24th December  
Christmas Eve 

3pm Journey to the Manger 
with Crib building  

(from the Square, Amberley) 
6pm Churchyard Carols 

Wiggonholt Church 
Outdoor event: bring torch  

and dress warmly 
7pm Holy Communion (said) 

Wiggonholt church 
 

Sunday 5th December 
3pm Advent Evensong  

Wiggonholt Church 
 

Sunday 12th December 
10am The Gift of Christmas   

St Michael’s Amberley 
A Café style service for all 

3pm Carol Service  
St Peter’s Parham 

 

Saturday 18th December 
4pm Crib Blessing  

St Mary’s North Stoke 
May be held in churchyard 

 

Sunday 19th December 
4pm Carol Service,  

St Michael’s Amberley 
 

 Saturday 25th December 
Christmas Day 

9am Holy Communion  
St Peter’s Parham 

9am Holy Communion 
Greatham Church 

Outdoors if weather permits 

10.30am Family Communion 
St Michael’s Amberley 
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76 Great Suffolk Street
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T 0207 928 2773  E london@ecearchitecture.com
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Westworks, Colston Tower
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Bristol:

APPROVAL

Amberley Developments Ltd

Land adjacent to Strawberry Villas,
Amberley

Proposed Site Layout

KE AK 24.09.19

6572 PL-01 C

Non-native conifer trees removed
and replaced with approx 5m
native planting and ecological
buffer to north and east of
proposed development from edge
of ditch/watercourse.

Access to Millenium Green,
with Plots 12 & 13 acting
as 'Gatehouses'

Plots 1-5 set back and reduced
in scale and height from 11-12
Newland Gardens to ensure the
new proposal is subserviant to
the existing prominant building.

Ditch /
watercourse to
be ecologically
enhanced

Min. 4m wide ecological
corridor between rear
gardens to incorporate a
mown grass footpath

Plots 1-9 facing directly on
to access road to Newlyn
Gardens, and to relate
directly to that development

Existing young trees along
access drive removed in
places to allow access to
plots fronting the road.

No-Dig construction for
parking spaces where
within the RPA of retained
trees and hedges

Hedgerow cut back as
neccessary to facilitate
road and car parking
spaces

Existing trees and
planting on
Millenium Green

Accommodation Schedule:

Affordable - 7 dwellings (50%)
2no. 1bed apartments
2no. 2bed apartments
1no. 2bed Flat Over Garaging
1no. 2bed cottage
1no. 3bed cottage

Open Market - 7 dwellings
2no. 3bed cottages
2no. 3bed houses
3no. 4bed houses

14no. Dwellings Total

Car parking: 1no. space per 1/2 bed apartment
2no. spaces per 2,3,4 bed FOG, cottages and houses
6no. visitors spaces

Cycle parking: 2no. spaces per dwellings (in garden shed for 
houses, within building for FOG/apartments)

Timber pergolas to cover
car spaces

Potential future
access to land to
the south

A 30.09.19 Roof plans updated, minor landscape changes KE AK
B 03.10.19 Roof plans updated, colour added KE AK
C 18.12.19 Updated to planner comments AA KE

Construction is now underway 
on the new development at 
Strawberry Villas, with comple-
tion scheduled for June 2022.

It comprises 14 two-, three- and 
four-bedroom houses and one- 
and two-bedroom apartments.  
There are a limited number of 
discounted market units avail-
able to purchasers exclusively 
for a period of 12 weeks who 
meet the South Downs National 
Park criteria. 

To register your interest, con-
tact estate agent Fowlers in 
Storrington on (01903) 745844 
or e-mail storrington@fowler-
sonline.co.uk

Says Caroline Cumber, branch 
sales manager for Fowlers: “If 
you have a property to sell, it 
may be worth beginning to think 
about this in advance as we be-
lieve this site will be very popu-
lar. We are offering free ‘no obli-
gation’ valuations to enable you 
to find out the current value of 
your home and to help plan your 
move with confidence.”

Amberley’s new housing scheduled for completion next June

An artist’s impression of the new housing and the site plan (below)



AMBERLEY OIL 
SYNDICATE

Syndicate members can claim their FREE oil 
voucher, worth £25, which can be deducted 
from their next boiler service or emergency 

call-out.

Vouchers are available from:

Chris Hough on 01798 839 040 or e-mail 
chris@michaelmas.org.uk

 For enquiries about prices, contact:

Mike Clenshaw on 01798 872 371 or e-mail 
amberleyenergysyndicate@gmail.com

 

Superstore prices with great local service

Personal service and advice for all your domestic 
appliance needs

Plus recycling of your old equipment, if needed

Monday-Friday			    64 Lower Street

8.30am-5.30pm		               Pulborough

Saturday	  	               RH20 2BW

9.00am-1.00pm	 www.willmers.com	  

01798

872866

 

 

              

 

 View the full range of appliances in store

Many more brands available 

Food service

Tuesday- Saturday: 	
12 noon-2pm/6pm-9pm

Sunday: 12 noon-3pm 
Come and try our new 
menu – old favourites are 
also still available. 

We have a great range of 
local ales and craft beers. 

Take-aways also available 
during food service hours.

Opening hours		  

Monday/Tuesday: Closed

Wednesday-Thursday: 	
12 noon-3pm & 5pm-10pm

Friday & Saturday: 	
12 noon-11pm 

Sunday: 12 noon-5pm

Website: www.			 
thesportsmansussex.co.uk 

BED & BREAKFAST

Five comfortably appointed 
rooms	

Lee & Sophie welcome you to
 The Sportsman

For reservations call 01798 831 787
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Amberley’s Living Advent Calendar  	

Opening doors in the 
run-up to Christmas
Here at last is the much written about   
Advent Calendar. In keeping with our very 
gradual return to post-Covid ways, it has 
fewer ‘open doors’ than in previous years 
but we are delighted to have some old 
favourites and a couple of new events to 
enjoy this year. 

We feel obliged to ask people to act re-
sponsibly and to keep to within Govern-
ment Covid guidelines and suggest hosts feel free to request 
such precautions as they feel necessary if they are opening 
their doors. Malcolm and I welcome double vaccinated guests 
to our events.

Wednesday, December 1, and continuing throughout   
Advent: Decorated windows

Mary and Guy Leonard will have a climate change-themed 
window for you to view at Keeper’s Cottage, Drewitts Farm.  

Claire Bruce will display a Nativity scene in the window of 
Walnut Tree Cottage, also at Drewitts Farm. 

The Stagg family, at 3 Hurst Close, will have a Christmas- 
themed window where there will be a hidden robin. If you spot 
this and make a charitable donation you will be eligible to en-
ter the draw for a small prize at Christmas (needless to say 
you will need to leave your name). 

The Wheelers, at the old Bakery in Church Street, will also be 
decorating their window.

Should anyone else decide to display a festive window please 
advise the village via Listserve.

Open Doors
Friday, December 3, from 6.30pm: Sue and Malcolm 
Pheasey invite you to Cava and canapés by candlelight at 
Downsland Turnpike Road. RSVP suepheasey6@gmail.com 
or call (01798 839046) so that the Cava and canapé elves 
know how many to prepare for.

Monday, December 6, between 3 and 5pm: Cyndy and 
Steve Kennett will be opening their door 
at Highview (3 houses east of the Sports-
man on the same side of the road). Bring 
Christmas poems to share with the poet-
ry group.  There will be seasonal refresh-
ments.  Numbers will have to be limited 
to 12 to stay covid safe so please con-
tact Cyndy on (01798) 831010 or email 
cyndy@profact,co.uk to reserve a place.

Friday, December 10, between 10am 
and 12 noon: Sue and Malcolm Pheasey 
would also like to welcome those who don’t 
like Cava or who don’t want to venture out 
in the evening, or if you like mince pies, to 
come for coffee (other hot beverages will be 
available) and mince pies.  Realistically we 
can seat 10 people in reasonable comfort so 
RSVP as above.

Sunday, December 12, at 10am: there 
will be a short Café- style service in St Mi-
chael’s. Enjoy refreshments, bring gifts for 
Family Support Work and learn about their 
work with families in Sussex (for more de-

tails, see page 8).

Monday, December 13, between 10am and 12 noon: Jac-
qui Feakins is running her Christmas Eco-Friendly Wreath 
Workshop in St Michael’s Church Hall.  There will be a cost 
of £22 to include all materials, coffee and mince pies – just 
bring your own secateurs. This is part of the Amberley Advent 
Calendar and the Malawi Schools Project.  E-mail Jaxfs@aol.
com or call Jacqui on (01798) 831538.

Tuesday, December 14, at 4-5pm: Music on the doorstep at 
the New Vicarage, School Road. The vicar welcomes every-
one to the front of the vicarage for a festive drink and nibbles 
along with seasonal music to listen to and sing. There will be 
some shelter, a few seats and warming drinks, but wrap up 
warmly!  All ages welcome.

Wednesday, December 15, between 6 and 8 30pm: James 
and Marj Tolson are offering Festive Drinks at Brookdown 
House, Arun Close. Numbers need to be limited to 20 so 
please e-mail tolsonjab@btinternet.com to let them know to 
expect you.

Sunday, December 19, between 12 noon and 3pm: Paul 
and Gail Noon invite you to a Christmas Crafts and Classic 
Cars event at Ruffs Barn. This will be held in the garage to the 
rear of the house in Hogg Lane. Mulled wine and nibbles will 
be served. All proceeds from the classic car side will be split 
between St Michael’s Church and Chestnut Tree House and 
a percentage of the craft sales will also be divided between 
the two. 

Sunday, December 19, at 4pm: there will be the Carol Ser-
vice in St Michael’s Church.

Monday, December 20, at 6 15pm: Carol Singing 
around the village with Cyndy Kennett, starting at 
the Church. Everyone welcome. Donations will be 
shared between Freedom from Torture and Crisis.

Friday, December 24, at 3pm: the traditional pro-
cession to the Crib. This will start in the Square 
and make its way down Church Street ending in 
the churchyard.  A real baby has been promised!
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Festive feasting
All the local pubs and Amberley Castle have festive 
menus available during December. 

Amberley Castle

Festive afternoon tea, Wednesday-Sunday  (12.30pm-
4.30pm). 3-course dinner menu for four or more people 
in a private dining room - £75 per person). Available until 
December 23.

The Black Horse

Christmas menu for parties of eight or more – £25 (set 
menu) Monday-Wednesday; £35 (free choice) Thursday-
Saturday.  Boxing Day lunch (individually priced items).  
New Year’s Eve dinner – £100 per person

The Bridge Inn

2-course menu, with coffee £24; 3 courses, £29.95. Avail-
able for parties of six or more until December 23.

The George & Dragon

2-course menu, with coffee/tea and a homemade Christ-
mas cookie - £27; 3 courses - £30.  Young person’s 
(under-12s) menu - £15. Available until December 23.

The Sportsman

2-course menu, including coffee and mince pie - £27.00; 
3 courses - £30.00. Available for parties of eight or more 
until December 23.

Christmas/New Year pub		
opening hours 
The Black Horse 				  
Christmas Eve   12 noon-2pm, 6pm-9pm	
Christmas Day   Closed				  
Boxing Day        12 noon-6pm			 
New Year’s Eve  From 7pm (advance booking only)

Note: The Black Horse will be open daily from De-
cember 27-30 with food served Monday-Wednesday        
12 noon-2pm and 6pm-8.30pm; Thursday 12 noon-
2pm and 6pm-9pm; Sunday 12 noon-6pm 

The Bridge Inn 				  
Christmas Eve 12 noon-9.30pm (food until 2.30pm)	
Christmas Day Closed				  
Boxing Day      Closed				  
New Year’s Eve 12 noon-5pm (food 12 noon-2.30pm)	
New Year’s Day  12 noon-5pm (food 12 noon-4pm)

Note: the Bridge Inn will be open daily 12 noon-
5pm from Monday, December 27 until Monday, 
January 3, serving from 12 noon until 3pm, and 
then revert to its regular Wednesday-Sunday   
opening hours

The George and Dragon			 
Christmas Eve  12 noon-close (food 12 noon-
2.30pm and 6pm-8.30pm) 				  
Christmas Day   Closed				  
Boxing Day 12 noon 5pm (food 12 noon-3pm)		
New Year’s Eve  12 noon-5pm (food 12 noon-3pm)	
New Year’s Day  12 noon to 5pm (food 12 noon-
3pm)

Note: George & Dragon pub will be open daily 12 
noon-5pm (food until 3pm) from December 27-30 
and on January 2. It will then be closed from Janu-
ary 3, reopening Friday, January 7.

The Sportsman				  
Christmas Eve  12 noon-11pm ( food 12 noon-2pm 
and 6pm-8pm)					   
Christmas Day  12 noon-2pm (drinks only)		
Boxing Day 12 noon-2pm (drinks only)			 
New Year’s Eve 12 noon-5pm (food until 2pm)	
New Year’ Day 12 noon-2pm (drinks only)

Note: The Sportsman will be closed Mondays and 
Tuesdays during January  			 
=All subject to prevailing Government guidance

Christmas by Candlelight 
Christmas by Candlelight, another popular evening of fes-
tive music and cheer, is back at Slindon College after last 
year’s unforeseen interlude.

The evening will include a bubbles and canapes recep-
tion in the drawing rooms with background music from a 
harpist, followed by an intimate performance from Rachael 
Hawnt (BBC 1 All Together Now finalist) accompanied by 
Ashley Cutler on the college’s very own grand piano in the 
main hall.

This year the event is raising funds for the restoration of 
the Grade II listed conservatory, which forms part of the 
impressive Elizabethan house. The conservatory, which is 
currently out of use, will become a multi-use space for the 
college in addition to being an asset for Slindon House 
events.

Tickets are limited due to considerations of capacity in light 
of COVID-19. To allow for social distancing the configura-
tion of the evening will be different to past Christmas by 
Candlelight events.
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Your Christmas greetings to 

Janet and Mike

(Double Jabbed and Boostered) 

and Connie 

(Annual Booster)

Wish all their friends and neighbours

a very Happy and Healthy Christmas 

 and New Year

Steve and Cyndy wish all their friends 	

       in the village a very happy Christmas 

  and a healthy 2022 when hopefully it will be 

            easier for us all to meet again.

    

Sarah and Mike 

Wish all our Amberley Friends

a Very Merry Christmas

and a 

Happy New Year 

                

   Merry Christmas and a very happy	

     New Year to all our friends and 	

neighbours in Amberley. 

From Peter & Bryony 

          

 Nick, Jodie and Holly 		

would like to wish all our lovely friends in Amberley a            	

                     very safe and healthy Christmas 		

      and we hope the New Year is a very happy one 

			      xxx

Amberley Parish Council would like to 
wish everyone a Merry Christmas and a           

Happy and Healthy 2022

Happy Christmas Everyone!

Sending all our love and good 
wishes.

         Sheena, Alastair, Flora, Hamish         
and Lilla 

(the Skinners at Drewitts Farmhouse) 

                  Guy & Mary				  
wish everyone a very happy Christmas  	      	

         and hopefully a brighter New Year.

   A  particular  thank you to all those who 	        	
         have been  so helpful during 	
           these strange Covid times.
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Your Christmas greetings to friends and neighbours

Tim and Alison

wish all their friends and 

neighbours

a happy Christmas 

and healthy New Year

   Merry Christmas Everyone!

   We send our warmest good wishes

   and high hopes for a healthy and 

	        happy 2022

          Jacqui and Bob Middleton

Rob and Glenys Rowe   

wish all their friends and 
neighbours 

happiness and good health 

for Christmas and 2022

Very warmest Christmas greetings to all 
our lovely friends in Amberley. We miss you 
lots. Do come and visit us at Hummingbird,        

Priors Acre, Boxgrove any time. 

Lots of love Jo and Len

         

            David and Lillis Lyon
              Wish all in Amberley
              A Merry Christmas
                               And 
	    a Happy New Year

Kate, Elle and Cat Losty

Wish wonderful friends in Amberley

A very happy Christmas and peaceful 

New Year. 

May the world improve for all mankind.

        John and Stella wish all our 

 friends and neighbours in Amberley 

        A Merry Christmas and a 

Happy New Year.

 

and a Happy and Healthy New Year

Hazel, Poppy + Bluebellxx 
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Your Christmas greetings to friends and neighbours

Peter and Sally Rollinson wish all 

our friends and neighbours a joyful, 

peaceful and healthy Christmas with 

love and hope for the year ahead.

HAPPY CHRISTMAS

BEST WISHES TO ALL

TONY & BETTY

                

Best wishes for a very happy and 
healthy Christmas & New Year

to our many friends in Amberley

We miss you all!

Sally and Bob Hutchinson (and Poppy)

Wishing all our friends and neighbours 

a Joyous Christmas and a healthy, 

happy and safe New Year. Geoff and 

Heidi, The Granary

           Pam & John Keeble 

   would like to wish everyone 

     a very happy Christmas and a 

            healthy and good 2022

Dear friends and neighbours,

It’s our first year in Amberley and we are very happy 
to say “we live here” every time we arrive home. 

Wishing you all a very happy Christmas and            
a magnificent New Year. 

Mark & Mark       

                                         Old Post Office Cottages

Warmest wishes for the festive season              

to all our friends and neighbours.

Catherine and Peter Cunningham 

Amberley Place 

Valerie and Ian wish all their 
friends and neighbours a Happy 

Christmas and a Healthy and 
Happy New Year.
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Your Christmas greetings to friends and neighbours

We thank the good people of Amberley
for the support and encouragement

they have given us, and wish 
everyone in the Wildbrooks area

Merry Christmas and

a Happy New year 

Tim, Pat and Samson our cat

     Happy Christmas to all in Amberley 		
especially to those who have kept us safe 		
	           during the pandemic.

		  From Marj and James

  Tailpiece:  Merry Christmas to my 		
   many friends in Amberley. 

   I love you all!  Tilly Tolson

 Anne and John Rezin

Send Christmas Greetings and

Best Wishes for a Happy New Year

to all our friends in Amberley

Wishing our friends and neighbours 

a very happy Christmas 

and all the very best for the New Year.

Russell and Suzie

Wishing everyone in our super village 
community 

the very best of good wishes for 
Christmas and the New Year 

Ros and Tim

          

                 Jane Mason wishes all her    	   	
           friends a very Happy Christmas 	

   and good health in 2022

Wishing all our friends

in Houghton & Amberley

a very Happy Christmas

and a Healthy New year!

Angela, Chris, Zac & Sadie!

        Jenny and Mike would like 
to thank all their good friends for 
their love and suppport this last 
year. Have a great Christmas 

and an even better 2022.
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Your Christmas greetings to friends and neighbours

Simon and Rhona

wish all their friends

a lovely, peaceful Christmas

and a happier and healthier New Year

                       Happy Christmas! 
Kel sene wa entom bi khayr. 

Zalfa, Neil, Thomas and Julian

 Wishing all our customers and friends a

 wonderful Christmas and a very Happy

 New Year! 

Love from Frankie & Terry 

Riverside

Greetings from Piddlehinton !

           Wishing all our dear friends in 		
        Amberley a very Happy Christmas 		

and a peaceful and healthy New Year.

        We are missing you all very much. 		
Please call in if passing !

With love 

Sue and Jos Belgrave

Camilla at Amberley Cars would like to 
thank her friends and customers for 
their much appreciated support and 
take the opportunity to wish them a 
Merry Christmas and a Healthy and 

Happier 2022!

07939 263495

.					   

          

We are sorry not to have seen  	

          more of our friends in 2021 but 

hope that together we can look forward 	

    to a better New Year, negative tests 		

   and a very positive happy Christmas. 

             Carolyn and Charles Shaw

Very best wishes for Christmas 

and the New Year to everyone 

from Jay Simson and family 

To all our friends and neighbours, 

wishing you a very happy Christmas, 

and a healthy and active New Year.

Adrienne and Phil 
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Your Christmas greetings to friends and neighbours

Warm Greetings to Everyone in Amberley 		

        and all dogs (especially black labs), 		

  a  Merry Christmas and a Happy New Year. 		

               Best wishes Claire and Suki 

 Season’s greetings to all with special   	 	
    thanks to Crossgates neighbours 		

          for their very much appreciated help.   

		  Janet Bates

May we wish everyone a Happy Christmas 
and New Year and a big thank you for all 
the support so many have shown when the 

alarm was raised about St Peter’s tower and 
roof.  Best wishes from Parham PCC

We would like to wish all our friends 	
in the parish a happy Christmas 	

and good health and happiness          
in 2022.   

Best wishes

Ray and Rosemary Jackson 

Fraser, Sarah, Francesca and Will Wheeler 
send our love and very best wishes for 
Christmas and for 2022 to all our dear 

friends and new neighbours in Amberley. 

          

                A joy-filled  Christmas to all our 		
                     new friends in Amberley 		
	 and to those we hope to meet next year!

  Warmest wishes, 

          Anna & Ian Corcoran

Bel, Marcus, Flo and Arthur Lyon

send love to all our friends in Amberley 

& beyond for a wonderful Christmas 

& a very happy New Year 2022...

               

            Sarah, Nick & Bella 

           (The Great Barn)

Send our thanks to all of our friends for a lovely  	           	
	         year in Amberley.

 Have a wonderful Christmas              	           	
      & Happy New Year.           	                            	
             Xxx
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CHRISTMAS SERVICES
The Light shines

We’d love to welcome you to any of our Christmas 
services as we celebrate the Light of Christ shining 
amid the darkness.

With Covid still active locally we plan to hold some 
Christmas services outdoors, so please come pre-
pared.  When in church please wear face masks if 
possible and continue to respect distancing.

Any amendments to our plans which become neces-
sary will be posted on Listserve and the Wildbrooks 
Churches Facebook page and sent via church e-mail.  

Friday, 24th December 	 Christmas Eve

3.00pm 		 Journey to the Manger, with Crib Building 	
		  (starting at The Square, Amberley)

6.00pm 		 Churchyard Carols 	 Wiggonholt	
		   Outdoor event: bring torch 			
               	  and dress warmly

7.00pm 		 Holy Communion 		 Wiggonholt 	
		  A short and quiet 				  
		  Communion service in church

Saturday, 25th December    Christmas Day  	
				          White Array

9.00am 		 Holy Communion		 Parham

9.00am 		 Holy Communion		 Greatham 	
		  In churchyard if weather permits

10.30am 	 Family Communion	 Amberley

Christmas posting deadlines
UNITED KINGDOM 

Saturday, December 18 				  
Second class

Tuesday, December 21  					   
First class				  

Thursday, December 23				  
Special Delivery (guaranteed) 

OVERSEAS 

Wednesday, December 1					   
Caribbean

Monday, December 6					   
Australia Greece, Italy, New Zealand and Portugal

Wednesday, December 8					   
Africa, Central and South America, Asia, Far and Middle East

Friday, December 10					   
Cyprus, Malta and Sweden

Saturday, December 11					   
Eastern Europe (except Czech Republic, Poland and Slovakia), Turkey

Monday, December 13					   
Canada, Czech Republic, Finland, Poland and USA

Thursday,  December 16					   
Austria, Belgium, Denmark, France, Germany, Iceland, Ireland, 	
Luxembourg, Netherlands, Norway, Slovakia, Spain, Switzerland

Saturday, December 18					   
2nd Class 

Tuesday, December 21					   
1st Class

Wednesday,  December 22					   
Royal Mail Tracked 

Thursday, December 23					   
Special Delivery Guaranteed

Allow plenty of time for posting.  You are advised to post items and 
gifts for Christmas early, particularly for international deliveries.     
According to Royal Mail, ongoing Covid restrictions, reduced air and 
freight capacity, high volumes and winter weather conditions are all 
impacting transportation and local delivery across the globe

			 

Christmas Market
The Wildbrooks Churches are planning a Christ-
mas market in Amberley Square during the morn-
ing of Saturday, December 4, from 10am until 12 
noon. Gifts, Christmas cards, home produce and 
more will be on sale with the proceeds going to the 
four Wildbrooks churches. 
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www.sussexwills.org
0800 887 0475

3 Castle Mews, Tarrant Street, Arundel, BN18 9DG

"Not for Profit" Community Interest Company

• Wills • Trusts
• Funeral Plans • Probate
• Lasting Power of Attorneys

The Last Bus
A touching story of an elderly man whose wife has just 
passed away uses his free bus pass to travel to the other 
end of the UK, using only local buses is the subject of this 
month’s Storrington film night, organised by the Rotary Club. 
It is a nostalgic trip by the end of which he has acquired ce-
lebrity status.

Starring Timothy Spall and Phyllis Logan, The Last Bus is 
being screened on Wednesday, December 15, at 730pm at 
Sullington Hall in Thakeham Road. 

On Wednesday, January 12, the film choice is The Courier, 
starring Benedict Cumberbatch. This is a true story of a Brit-
ish businessman unwittingly recruited into one of the greatest 
international conflicts in history. Forming an unlikely partner-
ship with a Soviet officer hoping to prevent a nuclear con-
frontation, the two men work together to provide the crucial 
intelligence used to defuse the Cuban Missile Crisis of 196

Tickets are £5, and are available in advance from the Card 
Shop in Storrington, or available at the door on the night.   
There is a bar and a raffle during the interval.

Anyone requiring transport should contact Roger Jamieson 
(01798) 813956

A gift with a difference
How about giving someone special a Christmas present 
that lasts all year? Chichester Concert Society’s new sea-
son of nine events includes an exciting variety of pres-
tigious chamber ensembles, instrumental recitalists even 
including a xylophone and piano, and lecture recitals in-
cluding one from Paul Guinery of BBC Radio 3 who many 
of you may remember entertaining us as part of a cabaret 
duo for the Roaring Twenties evening here in Amberley. 
There will also be an opportunity to hear some of the most 
talented University students who are supported financially 
by the society.

Concerts take place in Chichester University chapel at the 
Bishop Otter Campus. For details of membership see the 
website of the society: www.chichestersociety.org.uk 

Ros Simpson’s decorative poppy 
heart, made out of painted plastic 
bottle bases, was displayed in the 
Hurst Cottages bus shelter dur-
ing the week prior to Remem-
brance Sunday. The plastic  bases 
were decorated by members of 
CAMEO at their October meeting. P
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Amberley Parish Council	

What your 		
councillors 		
discussed
Highlights of the meeting held on November 11, 2021, 
in St Michael’s Church Hall

Present:  Jason Charman (acting chair for the meeting), 
Peter Cozens, Hazel Allinson and  Tim Simpson.  Also in 
attendance: Horsham District councillor Diana van der 
Klugt, Vicky Spiers (parish clerk) and five members of the 
public. There were apologies from Geoff Uren, Elisabeth 
Tooms, Alex Beveridge and Laura Rawnsley.

Progress on the proposed village car park and concerns 
about local residents being overlooked for social housing 
within the parish were among the topics discussed.  There 
was also a report on a move by the South Downs National 
Park Authority (SDNPA) to refuse housing developments 
above a certain size because of an increasing demand 
for water thought to be harming protected species in the 
Arun Valley. 

Tim Simpson said that funding had now been secured for 
the proposed car park on the corner of School Road and 
the B2139. This was made up from a £35,000 Commu-
nity Infrastructure Levy grant from the 
SDNPA, £16,363 from Section 106 
funding paid by developers for use 
on community infrastructure projects, 
and a £75,000 loan from the Public 
Works Loan Board. 

Work was continuing on the discharg-
ing of planning conditions, and Mr 
Simpson thanked Phil and Adrienne 
Greenwood (two retired town plan-
ners) for their help in connection with 
the project. Among the five quotes 
submitted, Pulborough-based Landbuild had been ac-
cepted.  

A member of the public raised the issue regarding local 
residents being overlooked for social housing within the 
parish at the expense of those from further afield.  It was 
noted that housing association Saxon Weald had a local 
connection policy, although had recently allocated two 
Amberley properties to families from outside the parish 
because their homes had become unlivable due to sub-
sidence. 

Stonewater, another local housing association, did not 
have any local connection policy and had recently sold off 
one of its Amberley properties.  The questioner thought 
that more could be done to help Amberley residents, some 
of whom had been forced to move away because they 

were unable to obtain housing in the parish. Horsham Dis-
trict councilor Diana van der Klugt suggested that the HDC 
cabinet member for housing, Patricia Youton, should be 
approached.

On a different subject, Mrs van der Klugt told councillors 
that the district council had received a ‘position statement’ 
from Natural England, setting out concerns that develop-
ment in the district (and parts of Chichester and Crawley) 
were increasing the demand for water which is thought to 
be harming protected species in the Arun Valley.  It had 
advised that for a development to proceed it must be ‘wa-
ter neutral’ which meant that any development should not 
increase the rate of  the extraction of water from the dis-
trict’s supply site in Hardham.  

She said that the SDNPA was refusing any development 
above a certain size unless the developer could demon-
strate water neutrality. It was the first time such a ‘position 
statement’ had been issued in England so was uncharted 
territory, but Mrs van der Klugt said HDC was now turning 
down all planning applications where the developer could 
not demonstrate water neutrality.  

Prior to the meeting Laura Rawnsley had advised council-
lors that progress had been made on the proposed pedes-
trian route linking the Monarch’s Way at Houghton with Am-
berley station. Stephen Douglas, WSCC Highways’ area 
manager had given an informal heads up that the Com-

munity Highways Scheme, backed 
by both Amberley Parish Council and 
the Houghton Meeting, had success-
fully gone through the county coun-
cil’s moderation panel. The next stage 
would be a feasibility study.

Jason Charman reported he had 
been working on the clearing of ditch-
es along Ruffs Path and cutting back 
hedges and Hazel Allinson said that 
all the repairs to the playground fol-
lowing the annual inspections had 

now been completed. She also told councillors that details 
of the parish’s Winter Plan had been distributed on List-
serve and that a list had been collated of residents with 
4x4 vehicles willing to pick up prescriptions or take people 
to their medical appointments should the roads become 
bad. Mr Charman added that he now had a dozen snow 
shovels and a salt spreader which residents were wel-
come to use should the need arise.

Councillors agreed to researching the cost of a small-sized 
sign at the entrance to Crofts Path, which runs alongside 
the cricket field and recreation ground, although the clerk 
was instructed to establish what protocols the SDNPA had 
regarding signage. And Mr Charman said that the Millen-
nium Green trustees were looking to apply for 30 free tree 
saplings under the Queen’s Green Canopy scheme. 		
					        continued overleaf

Housing issues: concerns about the        
implementation of the local connection 

policy for social housing
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continued from previous page

Among the new planning applications was a change of 
use of the Boathouse Ballet Studio at Houghton Bridge 
to a café and events venue; the construction of a cabin/
outbuilding at The Rook in Rackham Road, Amberley; the 
relocation of an extension previously approved for the side 
of 2 New Barn Cottages to the rear of the property; and the 
replacement of an existing flat-roof extension at Mill Lane 
Cottage, Amberley, with two- and single-storey extensions, 
and the replacement of the concrete garage with a carport.  

Councillors agreed to the dates of 2022 meetings as fol-
lows: January 20, March 10, May 12, July 14, September 
8 and November 10.

Date of the next meeting: January 20, 2022, at 7.30pm, 
in St Michael’s Church Hall.

Parham Parish Council
Summary of the meeting held on November 9, 2021, at 
The Rackham Old School 

Present: Tim Hayward (chair), Heather Cartwright, Paul 
Slimming, Nigel Dean and Claudia Fisher. Also in atten-
dance: Horsham District councillors Paul Clarke (leader) 
and Diana van der Klugt, and Vicky Spiers (parish clerk). 

Encouraging news about improved broadband for the par-
ish, an agreement to adopt a general environmental strat-
egy in respect of planning applications and other council 
matters and a unanimous decision to adopt a recommend-
ed code of conduct for parish councillors were among the 
subjects on the agenda.

Horsham district councillor Diana van de Klugt, who lives 
at Greatham, reported that Openreach had referred a pro-
posed project for improved broadband, initiated by herself 
and Janet Aidin at Wiggonholt, to the Department for Digi-
tal, Culture, Media and Sport for approval. Once received, 
Openreach would set up an online portal for residents to 
pledge their £4,000 voucher towards the works.

She also advised councillors on the ‘position statement’ 
from Natural England relating to 
housing development and water 
use (see reference reported at the 
Amberley meeting (above).  

HD councillor Paul Clarke added 
that a letter had been sent to the 
Department for Levelling Up, Hous-
ing and Communities, and to local 
MPs to ask for their assistance as 
this was not something that local 
planning departments could fix. 
He also advised councillors that a 
contract had been signed with an 
electric vehicle charging point in-

staller, and these would initially be rolled out into car parks 
in the district as it was acknowledged that the current elec-
tric vehicle charging infrastructure was poor.

Among the planning applications was a variation to an 
existing one relating to Link Farm at Wiggonholt, seeking 
a change of use from light industrial (Class B1) to Class 
B2 for vintage car and vehicle repair business, including 
general vehicle servicing, body repair, refurbishment, paint 
spraying and MoT testing. The parish council had raised 
no objection to the original application, which was cur-
rently in progress with HDC, but since then the premises 
had been taken over by Southern Transit with a completely 
new set up. The council, therefore, agreed to withdraw its 
original ‘no objection’ ruling. 

And following a discussion by members about a variation 
to a previously approved application relating to the Gra-
nary at Greatham, it was resolved to submit the same ob-
jections as before.  

Councillors reviewed and discussed a motion presented 
by Claudia Fisher to adopt Brightling PC’s environmental 
policy, but by a majority decided against doing so. How-
ever, it was agreed that a general environmental strategy 
for the council to follow in respect of planning application 
considerations and also other council matters would be a 
sensible compromise. Once drafted, the strategy docu-
ment would be reviewed and, if agreed, adopted at the 
council’s January 2022 meeting. 

Claudia Fisher asked it to be minuted the fact she felt the 
parish council could be doing more with regards to cli-
mate and environmental issues. She had attended four 
climate change meetings run by HDC, whose goal was for 
the whole of district to be carbon zero by 2050. Ms Fisher 
advised that further meetings had been scheduled in No-
vember and December and she would report on these at 
January’s meeting of the parish council.

Prior to the meeting, the clerk had distributed a code of 
conduct which HDC’s Legal and Standards team had re-
viewed and which had been adopted by the district council 
in April this year. It was recommended that all parish coun-

cils in the district should do like-
wise so that a uniform approach 
could be taken. Members unani-
mously approved the code, adopt-
ing it from November 2021.

Finally, councillors agreed the 
dates for their meetings in 2022: 
January 18, January, March 8, 
May 10, July 12, September 13 
and November.

Date of the next meeting: Janu-
ary 18, 2022, at 7.30pm in the Old 
School, Rackham. Higher hopes of faster broadband for residents of 

the parishes of Parham, Greatham and Wiggonholt 



LOGS
SEASONED HARDWOOD LOGS

CUT TO SIZE

 1 cubic metre £90 

 2 cubic metres £155 

 DELIVERED

TEL: 07793 500129

TURNER’S
GARAGE

01798 831 417
Your local garage

since 1920

REPAIRS - SERVICING

MOTs - FORECOURT - SHOP

TYRES - EXHAUSTS - BRAKES 
BATTERIES - PARTS - COAL GAS

 Bury Common
 Pulborough
 West Sussex
 RH20 1NP

E-mail: workshop@turnersgarage.org.uk

 FREE BAG OF KINDLING
 WITH EVERY 2m3 LOAD 

 
 

Marion Scotcher DipCFHP, MPSPract(FHP) 
 

FOOT  HEALTH  PRACTITIONER 
 

Tel: 01798 875588   Mobile: 07967 973784  
 

1 Bridge Cottages, Greatham 
Pulborough, West Sussex  RH20 2ES 

 

Home Visits by Appointment  
 

Treatment in the comfort of your own home for: 
 

 corns    callus    fungal treatments  
 toenail cutting service  pedicures  

 

 

 R.J. ELLIOTT & SON

Complete 
Decorating 

and
Maintenance

Service

Tel: 01903 732363
Mob: 07532 231345

Established over 40 years

 

 		  C.A.M.E.O
COME AND MEET EACH OTHER

TUESDAY 9th November
TEA and MORE

St Michael’s Church Hall

2pm - 3.30pm

Rsvp Hazel 01798 831159

 

		  Come and Join Us!



The Bridge Inn 
Real Ales, Real Food, Real Pub 

 

Tash and Dave Welcome you to The Bridge Inn 
 

 Usual Opening Hours 
Wednesday to Thursday 12-3 / 5.30-10 

Friday and Saturday 12-10:30 
Sunday 12-5 

 
Christmas and New Year Opening Hours 

Christmas Eve open all day 
Christmas Day and Boxing Day – Closed 

Monday 27th – Monday 3rd – Open every day 12-5 
 

Please see our website for latest information www.bridgeinnamberley.com 
Or call on 01798 831619 e-mail bridgeamberley@btinternet.com 

 

 
  
 
 
 
 
 

AMBERLEY CARS
Private hire taxi

Mercedes E Class Estate

Locally-based lady driver

All major airports = Long distance journeys no problem

07939 263 495
E-mail: camillanash@yahoo.com



With our two offices in Storrington and 
Pulborough, we take pride in our traditional 

approach to sales and lettings, applying 
local knowledge and experience to achieve 

excellent results and client satisfaction

Photos show recently sold or let properties 

HELPING OUR LOCAL 
COMMUNITY GET MOVING
FOR NEARLY THIRTY YEARS

01798 874033                            www.glproperty.co.uk
SALES | LETTINGS | LAND & NEW HOMES | AUCTIONS

Move Better, 
Feel Better, 
Live Better!

Please call 01903 743 538 
for more information 

or email us at 
office@spc-physiotherapy.co.uk

www.spc-physiotherapy.co.uk

3768_Wildbrooks-Ad-90mmx130mm_AW.indd   1 10/12/2018   14:13

 

 
 
 

	

 
 
 
 
 

 
 
The 
Wildbrooks 
Churches 
Amberley, Parham, 
Wiggonholt and Greatham 

Christmas  
Stall 
 

Saturday 4th December 
The Square, Amberley 
10.00-12.00 
 
Crafts-cards-cakes-gifts- 

 Preserves-Decorations. 
Raffle for Artisan Christmas  
Cake and bottle of Nyetimber. 
Refreshments on sale. 
 

 
 
For more information email mel edge amberleystmichael@gmail.com 
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A family affair
“Who are these people?”  
You’ve hardly seen them all 
year yet here you are, full of 
turkey, squashed between 
them on the sofa, your paper 
hat askew. It’s Christmas and, 
like it or not, there’s no escap-
ing your family.  

On a branch, out in the cold 
darkness of the garden, also 
sandwiched between aunts, 
brothers, cousins and daugh-
ters, a tiny bird is asking a simi-
lar question (except he isn’t 
wearing a novelty hat).

Long-tailed tits and humans. Two of Britain’s most social 
species. And just like a visit from your relatives the arrival 
of a long-tailed tit flock in your garden will turn tranquillity 
into chaos. It’s like someone has emptied a box of feath-
ered fireworks over the fence. 

They manically bicker on the bird feeder and swing acro-
batically upside-down on the fat balls, all the while trilling, 
rattling and screaming ‘eee-heee-heee’ like a troupe of Mi-
chael Jackson impersonators. 

What you’re witnessing is a group of roving relatives, 
roaming the neighbourhood looking to pillage your pea-
nuts. This posse of outlaws consists of in-laws, brothers, 
sons, daughters. It’s a family affair. With their gorgeous 
pink, black and white plumage and those ridiculously long 
tails these flying lollypops must qualify for Britain’s cutest 
bird. Then suddenly they’re gone and the pulse rate of the 
garden returns to normal. 

By late-winter the long-tailed tit’s extended family will drift 
apart, find new partners and start new families. In March 
the foundations are laid for an epic construction. Moss 
building bricks are lashed together with ropes of sticky 
spider’s webs. The walls rise, a camouflage cladding of 
lichen is added to the roof and a cosy filling of a thou-
sand feathers lines the interior. The end result looks a cro-
cheted stomach and soon there will be plenty of rumbling 
from inside as eight hungry chicks demand to be fed. 

But raising a large family can take its toll. The constant 
hunt for insects can exhaust a parent almost to breaking 
point. And that’s when something unusual and wonderful 
happens. Their family arrives to save them. Aunties and 
uncles who have not been successful raising their own 
family that year will selflessly join the parents and help 
feed their nephews and nieces. 

Even after the children have flown the nest the whole gang 
remains together and joins with other siblings to form your 
chaotic neighbourhood feeding flock. 

But the biggest challenge of the 
year still awaits: winter. Freezing 
night-time temperatures exact a 

heavy toll on our garden birds. 
And that’s why at Christmas, hid-

den deep in a hedge, you’ll find 
the extended family of long-tailed 
tits, huddled together, supporting 

each other on a frosty branch, 
their tiny hearts beating, sharing 
their warmth and surviving. So if 

you’re wondering why family is so 
important look out of the window 

and think of that long-tailed Tit, be-
cause none of us can get through 

this on our own.			 
		          Michael Blencowe         

Head of Community Action for Communities and     
Wildlife, Sussex Wildlife Trust

Recipe     						    

Ginger biscuits
A nice, spicy treat for Christmas

You need

4oz margarine

1 tbsp (heaped) golden syrup

6oz self-raising flour

½  tsp bicarbonate of soda

2½ tsp ginger

1 tsp mixed spice

1 tsp cinnamon

3oz caster sugar

Method

Melt margarine and syrup, then mix in the remaining ingre-
dients. Form the mixture into walnut-sized balls and place 
on a greased baking sheet with space to grow. Bake 180C 
for 5 minutes, remove from the oven and bang the tray on 
the work surface to collapse the biscuits; then return to 
oven for a further 10 minutes or until golden. 			 
					         Valerie Myers

Turning tranquillity into chaos: the long-tailed tit

October rainfall
During a three-day period in October (18-20), we had 
71.1mm (just under 3in) of rain – a significant proportion 
towards the monthly total of 172.6mm (6¾in). In all there 
were 19 wet days during the month. However, the total 
was slightly down on that of the corresponding month 
in 2020, when a total 197.5mm (7¾in) was recorded. 
Compiled by Peter Daughtrey



M.D. Woodger
Domestic Boiler Maintenance

Service/Repair/Commissioning 

of oil-fired boilers and Aga cookers

Registered OFTEC technician

Telephone

01730 894211 07795 831589 (mobile)

Jane Bellinger
Professional Cordon Bleu Chef

Dinner Parties Canapés 

Luncheons Afternoon Teas

Picnics Buffets

Weddings Desserts

No VAT

Tel: 01798 839433
E-mail: njanebellinger@gmail.com

www.janebellinger.com

QUALITY LOCAL INTERIOR & EXTERIOR DECORATOR
=Over 30 years’ experience

=Fully insured
=References available

=No VAT

 For a professional service, contact: 
Jonathan Capelin

(West Chiltington)
01798 817402

Rydon 
Landscapes

Garden Design and Construction

1 Dora Cottage, Greatham,

Pulborough

Tel: (01798) 872359

Mobile: 07711 663862

The Square, Amberley 
Tel: 07384 294003

We are now closed. Reopening at weekends 		
	                from February 5-6			 

www.amberleyvillagetearoom.co.uk

E-mail: laura.jackie.tearoom@gmail.com
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Deadline for the February     
issue is Monday, January 17.
   Contributions should be sent 
to the Editor, Brooklands, East 

Street, Amberley, BN18 9NN
E-mail: mike@brooklandsamberley.com

EDITORIAL

A year-end reflection
Looking back at my first editorial in 2002, I quoted 

Jaque’s Seven Ages of Man monologue from Shake-
speare’s As You Like It. 

All the world’s a stage

And all the men and women merely players; 

They have their exits and their entrances, 

And one man in his time plays many parts… 

My role for the last 20 years has been to play that of Editor 
of the parish magazine, which deals not only with church 
matters, but also serves as an important source of news 
for the residents of Amberley, North Stoke, Houghton 
Bridge, Parham, Rackham, Greatham and Wiggonholt.  It 
covers all local life, from the cradle to the grave – the sort 
of news that rarely makes the local newspapers but is nev-
ertheless important to those of us who live here.  

I have always maintained that as well as informing, it 
should also be entertaining, and we have many players 
backstage with talents that we call upon – reminiscences, 
recipes and recitations, prose and poetry, help and advice, 
and more.

It is, first a foremost, still the magazine for the four Wild-
brooks parishes and its content will always reflect the in-
terests of the Church. But we welcome contributions from 
all sectors of the community. 

Forgive this rather theatrical tone, but everyone has a part 
to play in village life. 

Let’s hope, before I enact “the last scene that ends this 
strange eventful history, that of second childishness and 
mere oblivion…” I can, with your help, continue to produce 
a magazine worthy of its readers.

And finally, my thanks
With the approach of the end of another year, I would 

once again like to thank Pam Keeble, who coordi-
nates the distribution of the magazine, and all her volun-
teer helpers who deliver it in all weathers; Alex Dunlop for 
her help in putting the issue together; Hazel Allinson for 
her proof-reading skills; and last, but by no means least, 
my long-suffering wife Jenny, who does all the tedious ad-
ministration, invoicing advertisers and ensuring payments 
are collected. God bless you all.                      Mike Toynbee

In Flanders fields the poppies blow

Between the crosses, row on row,

That mark our place; and in the sky

The larks, still bravely singing, fly

Scarce heard amid the guns below.

We are the Dead. Short days ago

We lived, felt dawn, saw sunset glow,

Loved and were loved, and now we lie

In Flanders fields.

Take up our quarrel with the foe:

To you from failing hands we throw

The torch; be yours to hold it high.

If ye break faith with us who die

We shall not sleep, though poppies grow

In Flanders fields.    John McCrae (1872-1918)

This was one of the poems by First World War poets 	
   selected by Hazel Allinson and displayed in the   	    	
     bus shelter at Hurst Cottages in the run-up to 		

Remembrance Sunday
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By Appointment Only

www.oomoo.biz.  01903 745616

Organic Hair Salon

* No Animal Testing *        

*Specialising in Organic Colour *        
* Organic Products *        
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Refuse & Recycling Calendar
Household refuse collections (Amberley/Crossgates/Rackham, Mill Lane, 
High Titten, New Barn Road and Houghton Bridge) will be on Tuesdays, 
December 7 and 21 for non-recyclable waste: mixed dry recyclable waste 
(blue top bins) and garden waste (brown top bins for registered users only) 
will be collected on Tuesdays, December 14 

For Church Street and Hog Lane, collections for non-recyclable waste will be 
on Wednesdays, December 1 and 15; non-recyclable waste will be collect-
ed on Wednesdays, December 8 and 22; with collections for garden waste 
(brown top bins for registered users only) will be on Mondays, December 15.

= Unfortunately, Christmas and January collection dates had not been 
published before we went to press.  See Listserve for details.

Opening hours for amenity tips
Billingshurst: 9am-4pm (closed Thursday and Friday); Bognor: 9am-4pm 
closed Thursday and Friday); Chichester (Westhampnett) 9am-4pm (closed 
Tuesday); Littlehampton 9am-4pm (closed Tuesday and Wednesday). Note: 
Advance booking necessary at Bognor and Littlehampton and proof of West 
Sussex residency is required at all sites. 

LOCAL INFORMATION

Village Bus 

On Monday, Wednesday and Thurs-
day every week (plus the first Tuesday 
each month), the Amberley and Slindon 
Community Bus can take you to vari-
ous destinations thanks to our team of 
volunteer drivers. We routinely stop at 
a range of places in Amberley, but as 
this is a ‘hail-and-ride’ service the driver 
will pick up and set down at your door 
on request (especially useful when you 
are returning home with shopping), or 
anywhere else en route. The fare is a 
flat-rate £3 per return journey, and Sus-
sex County Card Holders and children 
under 14 travel free. Wheelchair users 
are welcome, but always ring ahead. 
To arrange a pick-up from your home, 
or to discuss becoming a volunteer 
driver, please call Philip Greenwood on 
(01798) 831 803. The full bus timetable 
can be found on the Amberley Parish 
Council website: www.amberley-pc.org.uk/ 

For details of 
the Storrington 
& Pulborough 
service, see 
panel above

Monday Village Bus service to 
Storrington and Pulborough 
Following the discontinuation of the Compass Bus service, the 
Village Bus has resumed its Monday morning service to Stor-
rington and Puborough. 
Amberley Square (depart)		  10.15
Hurst Cottages			   10.18
The Sportsman			   10.20
Rackham Street			   10.23
Storrington (arrive)		  10.35
Pulborough (arrive)		  11.00
Pulborough Sainsbury’s (depart) 	  12.03
Pulborough Tesco			   12.05
Storrington bus station		   12.25
Rackham Street			    12.35
The Sportsman			    12.38
Hurst Cottages			    12.40
Amberley Square (arrive)		   12.41
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LOCAL INFORMATION

Southern Trains Timetable 		
(from February 22, 2021)

Monday-Friday 
From Amberley to London (Victoria except here shown): 
05.54, 06.18*, 06.44, 07.47, 08.17, 08.50, 09.17 and then at 
17 minutes past the hour until 21.17 then 23.03 (change at 
Gatwick Airport). 
Typical journey time to London Victoria 1hr 27mins.
* London Bridge

From Pulborough to London (Victoria except where 
shown): 06.01, 06.24*, 06.50, 07.26, 07.54, 08.23, 08.56, 
09.24, 09.55 and then 24 and 55 minutes past the hour until 
21.55 then 23.09 (change at Gatwick Airport).
Typical journey time 1hr 19 mins.
* London Bridge

From London Victoria to Amberley: 05:54, 06.36, 07.06 
and then at 35 minutes past the hour until 15.35, 16.05, 16.35, 
17.35, 18.35, and then 05 and 35 minutes past each hour until 
then 21.05, 21.35P&S, 22.05C, 22.35C. 
Typical journey time from London Victoria 1hr 22mins.

From London Victoria to Pulborough:05.54. 06.36, 07.06. 
07.36, 08.35 and then at 05 and 35 minutes past the hour until 
16.35, 17.35 and then 05 and 35 minutes past the hour until 
21.05, then 21.35P&S, 22.05C, 22.35C. Additional train from 
London Bridge at 17.02.
Typical journey time from London Victoria 1hr 15mins.

From Amberley to Arundel and beyond (all Bognor Regis 
except as shown): 06.40SC, 07.15SC, 07.55, 08.23, 08.57, 
09.27, 09.57 and then 57 minutes past the hour until 16.57, 
then 17.27, 17.57, 18.57, then 27 and 57 minutes past the 
hour until 22.27 then 22.51P&S, 23.21C, 23.52C. 
P&S – Portsmouth & Southsea; C – Chichester; SC – South-
ampton Central 

Saturday
From Amberley to London: 06.26, 07.17 and then at 17 min-
utes past the hour until 21.17 then 23.03 (change at Gatwick 
Airport). Additional train at 16.50.
Typical journey time to London Victoria 1hr 27mins.

From Pulborough to London: 06.32, 06.55 and then 24 and 
55 minutes past the hour until 21.55 then 23.09 (change at 
Gatwick Airport).
Typical journey time 1hr 19 mins.

From London Victoria to Amberley: 06.35, and then at 
35 minutes past the hour until 20.35 then 21.05, 21.35P&S, 
22.05C, 22.35C. 
Typical journey time from London Victoria 1hr 22mins
From London Victoria to Pulborough: 06.05, 06.35, and 
then at 05 and 35 minutes past the hour until 20.35 then 21.05, 
21.35P&S, 22.05C, 22.35C. 
Typical journey time from London Victoria 1hr 15mins

From Amberley to Arundel and beyond (all Bognor Re-
gis except as shown): 06.41SC, 07.57 and then 57 minutes 
past the hour (to Bognor) until 21.57, then 22.21, 22.51P&S, 
23.21C, 23.53C. 
P&S – Portsmouth & Southsea; C – Chichester; SC – South-
ampton Central.

Sunday
From Amberley to London Victoria: 07.53, 08.58 and then 
at 58 minutes past the hour until 21.58. From Pulborough: 6 
minutes later
Typical journey time to London Victoria 1hr 21mins

From London Victoria to Amberley and Pulborough: 
07.32, 08.32, 09.35 and then at 35 minutes past the hour until 
22.35.
Typical journey time from London Victoria 1hr 20mins

From Amberley to Arundel and beyond (all Bognor Regis 
and Portsmouth Harbour (divides at Barnham) except as 
shown): 09.01B, 09.58PH, 10.58PH, 11.55 and then 55 min-
utes past the hour until 21.55, then 22.56B and 23.55B. 
B – Bognor Regis; PH – Portsmouth Harbour.

		                      Compiled by Malcolm Pheasey

Local Farmers’ Markets 
Storrington Community Market 		  		
Village Hall, West Street             Fridays (9.45am-11.15am)

Chichester		  				  
East and North Streets     First and third Fridays (9am-2pm)

Ford 							     
Ford Airfield 		   First Saturday (7.30am-2pm) 

Steyning	  	  		   		
High Street Car Park	       First Saturday (9am-1pm)

Arundel 	  	  			 
Town Centre	                   Third Saturday (9am-1pm) 

Pulborough Village Market 				  
Village Hall                     Fourth Saturday (9am-12.30pm)

Petworth 		   		   	
Leconfield Hall and Square Fourth Saturday (9am-1pm) 



Call Karen on 01903 741251
Mob:07974510292

www. dressingyourrooms.co.uk

Personal and bespoke design service 
in the comfort of your own home

Handmade curtains, blinds, cushions, 
bedspreads etc

Wide range of fabrics, trimmings,
poles tracks 

Full installation service available

Free initial consultation

BESPOKE WINDOW TREATMENTS & SOFT FURNISHINGS

take control pilates
Remarkably effective and medically proven

Improve: your posture, core stability, flexibility,
mobility, coordination and balance

Strengthen: deep postural muscles, backs,
shoulders and pelvic floor muscles

Reduce: back pain, tension and stress

Join existing classes in: Amberley, Pulborough, 
Arundel, plus Sutton

Or private 1-to-1 sessions

Classes during Lockdown conducted on Zoom

Contact: Di Palmer ARAD
Member of Body Control Pilates Association

and Register of Exercise Professionals

Tel: 07767 263 493
E-mail: di@takecontrolpilates.com

Pulborough
Osteopathic
C L I N I C

R E G I S T E R E D O S T E O P AT H

Membe r o f t h e S t a t u t o r y R e g i s t e r o f O s t e o p a t h s

Tel: (01798) 874736
Fax: (01798) 875989

Mob: 07808 571991
rsadler@pulboroughosteo.co.uk
www.pulboroughosteo.co.uk

Neck and back pain / stiffness

Postural tension, workstrain & sports injuries

All joint and muscular pain / stiffness

Sciatica and migranes

For an appointment :

For the treatment of :

Robert Sadler BSc (Hons) Ost

R.D.L
 Plumbing & Heating

INSTALL - SERVICE - REPAIR

Rueben

Amberley-based

07715 515797

rdlheating@outlook.com
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QUICK CROSSWORD

DECEMBER DIVERSIONS 

1. Who is Lord of the Isles, Earl of Chester, Baron of Renfrew	  

   and Duke of Rothesay?

2. In which country is the headquarters of Nokia, the mobile phone

    manufacturers?

3. What is the radio code word that follows November?

4. The state capital of California?

5. What type of star explodes and increases in brightness by a million

   times or more?

6. Who rules in a kratocracy?

7. What does the Latin phrase tempus fugit mean in English?

8. Who in 1978 became the first woman to top the UK single charts

    with a song she had written herself?

9. What distance is the longest swimming race in the Olympic Games?

10. Which medieval order of monks was established by St Bruno?

11. 753BC is the traditional foundation date for which ancient city?

12. In which motorsport is Briton Tai Woffinden a three time world

     champion?

13. What creature is common to the flags of Wales and Bhutan?

14. Escamillo the Toreador is a character in which opera?

15. The Greek god Pan had the hooves of which animal?

16. How many letters are there in a tetragram?

17. What is the name of Boris Johnson’s dog?

18. Which measurement of intellectual ability is represented by the

      initials IQ?

19. Famous American gangster with the nickname of Scarface?

20. Which national newspaper was founded in Manchester in 1821?

21. Which hard cheese from Ayrshire shares its name with a tyre

     brand?

22. What political party was led by Robert Walpole and Lord Charles 

      Gray?

23. In athletics, which is the only throwing event not included in the 

      decathlon?

24. Which business magnate is known as the ‘The Sage of Omaha’?

25. What does an anemometer measure?

26. Halloumi cheese originates from which country?

27. Fray Bentos corned beef takes its name from a city in which

      country?

28. Which country is the original home of the budgerigar?

29. Which city’s Anglican cathedral is the largest such building in	

      the UK?

30. Frank Duckworth and Tony Lewis won MBEs for their contribution

     to which sport?  			    

			                   Compiled by Tony Baldwin 
				                  Answers on page 49

ACROSS

1. Modify (6)

3. Small dog with long ears (6)

6. Total void (6)

7. Confer (6)

8. Jules ___, French writer (5) 

10. Author of The Canterbury

 Tales (7)

14. Tail veteran [anag] (11)

17. Undress (7)

19. Asian country, split in the

 1950s (5)

20. Declare illegal (6)

21. Elton John hit, _ _ in 

 the Wind (6)

22. Objective (6)

23. Violin string material (6)

DOWN

1. Resuscitate (6)

2. Foam (5)

4. Field of conflict (5)

5. Cheap-looking (6)

9. Regulations (5)

11. Hoodwink (4)

12. Cloak (5)

13. Seize (4)

15. Deft (6)

16. Natural flair (6)

18. Chicago airport (1’4)

19. Australian marsupial 

      
(5)

    Solution on page 49



 

 

 

 

 

INDEPENDENT PREP SCHOOL  
FOR BOYS AND GIRLS from 4 to 13 

Bury • Pulborough • RH20 1PB 
Morning minibuses and after school club 

To find out more, please call 01798 831456 or visit: 
www.dorsethouseschool.com 

 
20 Year 8 Leavers in 2020 won 10 scholarships  

to 10 different senior schools 

NATURE & NURTURE 
at the heart of our school 

in rural West Sussex 



The Old Dairy
Pallinghurst Farm, Rudgwick
West Sussex, RH12 3BQ 

01403 823323

Enhance your home with the timeless character 
of a traditional, tried and trusted, Oak Frame.

Hand crafted in West Sussex by carpenters with a passion for keeping 
old traditions alive.

Free, 3D design service supplied with your, no obligation, quote.
Book an appointment to visit our showroom to discuss your project. 

Rich & Dan

Email: info@oakframing.com

WWW.OAKFRAMING.COM
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Littlehampton Tide Timetable 
December

DECEMBER

2nd Thursday					   
Concert: Le Consort (Chichester Chamber 
Concerts, Assembly Room, 7.30pm

3rd Friday 				  
Carol concert, Family Support Work, 	
St Mary’s Church, Funtington, 7pm  

4th Saturday				  
Wildbrooks Churches Christmas Market, 
The Square, Amberley, 10am-12 noon

6th Monday 				  
Bell ringing practice, St Michael’s Church,   
7.30m (and every Monday at the same time)

7th Tuesday				  
CAMEO, St Michael’s Church Hall, 2pm-3.30pm 
Talk: Shepard’s Christmas, The Arts Society 
West Sussex, Fittleworth Village Hall, 2pm*

8th Wednesday				  
Concert: Bursary Holders (Chichester Music 
Soiciety) University Chapel, 7.30pm

11th Saturday				  
Christmas Concert: Leconfield Singers, St 
Mary’s Church, Petworth, 6pm*

12th Sunday				  
Carol Service, St Peter’s Church, Parham, 3pm

13th Monday				  
Christmas Wreath-making Workshop, 	   
St Michael’s Church Hall, 10am*

15th Wednesday				 
Film: The Last Bus, Rotary Club, Sullington 
Parish Hall, 7.30pm

18th Saturday	   			 
Blessing of the Christmas Crib with carols, 
North Stoke Church, 4pm

19th Sunday	  			 
Carol Service, St Michael’s, Amberley, 4pm

20th Monday 				  
Village Carol Singing, meet outside 		
St Michael’s Church, Amberley, 6.15pm	
Christmas by Candlelight, Slindon College, 
7.30pm*

24th Friday (Christmas Eve)		
Journey to the Manger, The Square, 	
Amberley, 3pm 				  
Churchyard Carols, Wiggonholt Church, 6pm

*Booking essential               

			   continued overleaf

CALENDAR OF EVENTS/TIDE TIMETABLE 

                                                                                                                
 

 
Sun  Mon  Tue  Wed Thu Fri Sat 
      1st

Low    01.58 
High   08.23 
Low    14.26 
High    20.46 

2nd
Low    02.48 
High   09.10 
Low    15.14 
High    21.33 

3rd
Low     03.35 
High    09.56 
Low     16.00 
High     22.21 

4th 
Low    04.23 
High   10.42 
Low    16.47 
High    23.10 

5th 
Low    05.10 
High   11.30 
Low    17.36 

6th 
High   00.00 
Low    05.59 
High   12.19 
Low    18.25 

7th 
High   00.50 
Low    06.49 
High   13.08 
Low    19.17 

8th
High   01.42 
Low    07.40 
High   13.59 
Low    20.09 

9th
High   02.36 
Low    08.35 
High   14.55 
Low    21.05 

10th
High   03.34 
Low    09.35 
High   15.56 
Low    22.07 

11th 
High   04.36 
Low    10.44 
High   17.02 
Low    23.17 

12th 
High   05.41 
Low    11.55 
High   18.10 

13th 
Low    00.24 
High   06.48 
Low    13.00 
High   19.20 

14th 
Low    01.23 
High   07.49 
Low    13.55 
High   20.19 

15th
Low    02.16 
High   08.41 
Low    14.43 
High    21.07 

16th
Low    03.02 
High   09.25 
Low    15.27 
High    21.50 

17th
Low    03.44 
High   10.04 
Low    16.06 
High    22.29 

18th 
Low    04.23 
High   10.40 
Low    16.43 
High    23.05 

19th 
Low    04.59 
High   11.13 
Low    17.18 
High   23.39 

20th 
Low    05.34 
High   11.45 
Low    17.53 

21st 
High   00.11 
Low    06.09 
High   12.16 
Low    18.28 

22nd
High   00.43 
Low    06.43 
High   12.48 
Low    19.01 

23rd
High   01.16 
Low    07.17 
High   13.23 
Low    19.35 

24th
High   01.52 
Low    07.52 
High   14.02 
Low    20.12 

25th 
High   02.32 
Low    08.35 
High   14.46 
Low    20.56 

26th 
High   03.20 
Low    09.25 
High   15.38 
Low    21.50 

27th 
High   04.18 
Low    10.27 
High   16.42 
Low    22.53 

28th 
High   05.27 
Low    11.38 
High   17.57 

29th
Low    00.05 
High   06.39 
Low    12.48 
High   19.10 

30th
Low    01.15 
High   07.44 
Low    13.52 
High   20.14 

31st
Low    02.18 
High   08.42 
Low    14.50 
High    21.11 

 




TIDAL DIFFERENCES ON THE RIVER  ARE +90 MINUTES AT HOUGHTON BRIDGE      Compiled by Hazel Allinson	

 
 

 
 
Sun  Mon  Tue  Wed Thu Fri Sat 
     

 
1st 
Low    03.16 
High   09.35 
Low    15.44 
High   22.06 

2nd 
Low    04.08 
High   10.28 
Low    16.36 
High    23.01 

3rd 
Low    04.59 
High   11.20 
Low    17.26 
High   23.55 

4th 
Low     05.49 
High    12.12 
Low     18.16 

5th
High   00.46 
Low    06.39 
High   13.02 
Low    19.07 

6th
High   01.37 
Low    07.29 
High   13.51 
Low    19.55 

7th
High   02.25 
Low    08.19 
High   14.40 
Low    20.44 

8th 
High   03.12 
Low    09.08 
High   15.28 
Low    21.33 

9th 
High   04.00 
Low    10.00 
High   16.18 
Low    22.23 

10th 
High    04.50 
Low     10.55 
High    17.13 
Low     23.19 

11th 
High    05.43 
Low     11.59 
High    18.10 

12th
Low    00.24 
High   06.41 
Low    13.07 
High   19.16 

13th
Low    01.32 
High   07.46 
Low    14.09 
High   20.24 

14th
Low    02.31 
High   08.46 
Low    15.01 
High   21.20 

15th 
Low    03.22 
High   09.34 
Low    15.46 
High    22.04 

16th 
Low    04.04 
High   10.15 
Low    16.26 
High    22.45 

17th 
Low    04.42 
High   10.53 
Low    17.03 
High   23.21 

18th 
Low    05.19 
High   11.29 
Low    17.39 
High   23.56 

19th
Low    05.54 
High   12.02 
Low    18.14 

20th
High   00.29 
Low    06.29 
High   12.36 
Low    18.49 

21st
High   01.03 
Low    07.03 
High   13.11 
Low    19.21 

22nd 
High   01.37 
Low    07.36 
High   13.48 
Low    19.54 

23rd 
High   02.13 
Low    08.12 
High   14.27 
Low    20.32 

24th 
High   02.55 
Low    08.55 
High   15.12 
Low    21.16 

25th 
High   03.42 
Low    09.47 
High   16.03 
Low    22.11 

26th
High   04.40 
Low    10.50 
High   17.07 
Low    23.18 

27th
High   05.49 
Low    12.07 
High   18.26 

28th
Low    00.41 
High   07.10 
Low    13.26 
High   19.51 
 

29th 
Low    02.00 
High   08.25 
Low    14.36 
High   21.02 

30th 
Low    03.06 
High   09.28 
Low    15.36 
High   22.03 

31st 
Low    04.02 
High   10.24 
Low    16.29 
High   22.59 

   

 

 

January
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SARAH GARDNER RESIDENTIAL CLEANING  
 

HOME AND CARPET 
CLEANING 

Whatever your requirements, we’re here 
to give you a helping hand: 

- One-off blitz 
- Spring clean 
- Monthly clean 

- Move in/out clean 
- Specific room clean 
- Carpet cleaning 

Call Sarah Gardner 

Or email: 
sarahmgardner@btinternet.com 

07979 656795 
01903 745750 

JANUARY CALENDAR
3rd Monday						    
Bell ringing practice, St Michael’s Church, 7.30m (and every 
Monday at the same time)

11th Tuesday					   
CAMEO, St Michael’s Church Hall, 2pm-3.30pm

12th Wednesday						    
Film: The Courier, Rotary Club, Sullington Parish Hall, 
7.30pm

18th Tuesday					   
Parham Parish Council meeting, Old School, Rackham, 
7.30pm

20th Thursday						    
Amberley Parish Council meeting, St Michael’s Church 
Hall, 7.30pm

27th Thursday					   
Concert: Van Baerle Trio (Chichester Chamber Concerts), 
Assembly Room, 7.30pm

Dates for the Diary
February 26  Champs Hill concert in aid of Malawi 
Schools Project
June 12 Amberley Gardens Open
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Accommodation: B&B (graded) 

Woodybanks Cottage, Amberley, lovely 
views across Wildbrooks; private sitting room, 
AA 4-star silver rating 	  01798 831295 

Accommodation: self-catering 

The Roost at Stream Barn, Amberley, 		
Trip Advisor Certificate of Excellence. 	     
(see advertisement for details) 01798 839320 

Catering services 

Jane Bellinger, professional cordon bleu chef 
for functions, parties, etc            01798 839433 

Cleaning services 

Sarah Gardner Residential Cleaning, 	                              	
                          01903 745750 /07979 656795

Electrical sales / repairs / electricians 

T M Appliance, sale, servicing and repairs of 
all domestic appliance                01903 785410 

Estate Agents 

GL&Co, houses for sale and to rent, free 	
valuations		     01903 742354

Jackson-Stops & Co, properties in every 
location             01903 885886 / 01243 786316

Financial Services 

Spinnaker Wealth Management 		
Nigel Evans, Principal               07967 381341

Funeral Directors 

W. Bryder & Sons, 5th generation, family run 
independent business                01798 342174

Garages, car servicing, repairs 

Turner’s Garage, Bury, MoTs, tyres, exhausts, 
brakes, batteries, shop              01798 831417

Garden 

Rydon Landscapes, garden design and con-
struction 01798 872359 / 07711 663862 

We Love Plants, Nic Howard Garden Design, 
inspirational outdoor spaces 01883 744020 

Hairdressers 

Little Oomo, Organic Hair Salon, 		
by appointment only               01903 745616

Heating oil / fuel / boiler engineers 

Amberley Oil Syndicate, collective buying 
power for heating oil 01798 831010 

M.D. Woodger, all types of domestic boiler 
maintenance and Agas 	  01730 894211 

Home / household 
				  
Dressing Rooms, curtains and hand-made 
soft furnishings                      01903 741251 

Hotels / restaurants / cafes / tea rooms 

Amberley Village Tea Room    01798 839196 

Logs 

Andy Johnson, seasoned hardwood logs cut 
to size, free kindling with each full load 		
		                     07793 500129

Painting / decorating 

Jonathan Capelin, quality interior and exterior 
decorator 	  01798 817402

Richard Sawyer, painter and decorator, roof 
repairs etc 01403 783115 

R J Elliott & Son, complete decorating and 
maintenance 01903 732363 / 07903 260048

Retail 

Amberley Village Pottery, hand-made pot-
tery, gifts etc 01798 831876 

Amberley Village Stores, grocery, wines, 
newspapers, Post Office 01798 831171

Schools 

Dorset House, independent day and boarding 
school for boys and girls, 4-13   01798 831456

Slindon College, independent day and board-
ing school for boys aged 8-18    01243 814320

Taxis 

Amberley Cars, locally-based lady driver, 
airports etc       01798 831484 / 07939 263495 

Well-being 

Di Palmer, body control pilates instructor, 
weekly classes and one-to-one 07767 263493 

Marion Scotcher, foot health practitioner 
home visits by appointment       01798 875588 

Robert Sadler, registered osteopath 		
		                     01798 874736

AT YOUR SERVICE (LOCAL TRADESMEN AND SERVICES)

For advertising enquiries contact Jenny Toynbee on 01798 831 114 	
 or e-mail jenny@brooklandsamberley.com

Diversions answers (see page 44)

1. Prince Charles  2. Finland  3. Oscar  4. Sacramento  5. Supernova  6. The strongest  7. Time flies   8. Kate Bush (with Wuthering Heights)  
9. 10 kilometres  10. Carthusians  11. Rome  12. Speedway  13. Dragon  14. Carmen  15. Goat  16. Four  17. Dilyn  18. Intelligence Quotient  
19. Al Capone  20. The Guardian (formerly the Manchester Guardian)  21. Dunlop  22. The Whigs  23. Hammer  24.   Warren Buffett  25. Wind 
speed  26. Cyprus  27. Uruguay  28. Australia  29. Liverpool  30. Cricket (they invented a formula for deciding matches stopped by rain)

Crossword solution  (see page 44)

ACROSS

1. Revise  3. Basset  6. Vacuum  7. Bestow  8. Verne  10. Chaucer  14. Alternative  17. Disrobe  19.  Korea  20. Outlaw  21. Candle  22. Target  
23. Catgut

DOWN

1. Revive  2. Spume  4. Arena  5. Tawdry  9. Rules  11. Hoax  12. Cover  13. Grab  15. Adroit  16. Talent  18. O’Hare  19. Koala
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PARISH DIRECTORY
Priest-in-Charge					     The Revd Gerry Burgess (revgerryburgess@gmail.com) 01798 831600
Churchwardens:			  Amberley 	  Melanie Edge (mel.edge@me.com)....................................07973 163369
 					      	  Michael Davey (Secretary) (mpdavey@gmail.com)..........07749 690024
				    Greatham	  Diana van der Klugt (dianavanderklugt@btinternet.com)....01798 875663
					      	  Robert Englehart..................................................................01798 872502
				    Parham	 	 Valerie Myers (vmyers69@btinternet.com).........................01903 742340
 					      	 Jill Sloan (Secretary) (jill@jsloan.com)..............................01798 872163
 				    Wiggonholt	  Cathy Folwell (cathy.folwell@icloud.com)........................ 01798 872546
						       Jenny Sadler (jen@southerncranes.co.uk)....................... 01798 874613
St Mary The Virgin North Stoke (Secretary) 	 Janet Aidin (janet@aidin.co.uk)...........................................01798 872531
Organist and Choir Trainer (St Michael’s, Amberley) Shirley Linford......................................................................01903 783692 
Magazine Editor and Advertising			    Michael Toynbee (mike@brooklandsamberley.com)........01798 831114 
Magazine Distribution & Subscriptions		   Pam Keeble (pamwkeeble@gmail.com).............................01798 831050 
Amberley Book Club				     Jim Endacott.........................................................................01798 839186 
Amberley CE Primary School			    Paul Armitage.......................................................................01798 831612 
Amberley Church Hall Bookings			    Adrienne Greenwood (ad.greenwood@btinternet.com)..07746 488615 
Amberley Good Neighbours Emergency Service	  Hazel Allinson.......................................................................01798 831159 
(AGNES) 					      Jenny Toynbee......................................................................01798 831114	
Amberley Oil Syndicate			    	  Mike Clenshaw (amberleyenergysyndicate@gmail.com)....01798 872371
Amberley Parish Council Clerk			    Vicky Spiers (clerk@amberley-pc.org.uk).........................01903 208943 
Amberley Parish Pond & Tree Warden		   Pam Keeble...........................................................................01798 831050
Amberley Parish Trust				     David Vokins........................................................................01798 839 086 
Amberley Society				     Grahame Joseph (grahamejoseph@gmail.com)...............01798 831340 
Amberley Village Stores and Post Office		   Colin Woods..........................................................................01798 831171 
Amberley Welfare Trust (Village Surgery)	  	  Grahame Joseph (grahamejoseph@gmail.com)...............01798 831340
Bell Ringers (Amberley) Tower Captain 		   Valerie Myers (vmyers69@btinternet.com)........................01903 742340
Cricket Club					      Keith Dalmon.........................................................................01798 831887 
Member of Parliament				     Andrew Griffith (Andrew@GriffithMP.com).......................0207 219 4557
Millennium Green Trust				     Jim Endacott.........................................................................01798 839186
Neighbourhood Watch				     Malcolm Pheasey..................................................................01798 839046
Parham Parish Council Clerk			    Vicky Spiers (clerk@parhamparishcouncil.org)...............01903 208943
PCSO (local)				                    Michael Gamble (michael.gamble@sussex.pnn.police.uk)
Police 			    			    Non-emergency number...................................................101 ext 530214 
Rackham Old School Association			   Sue Bulloch.........................................................................01798 872038 
Rackham School Hall Reservations		   Jennifer Hooper...................................................................01903 742695 
Society of Amberley Gardening Enthusiasts (SAGE) Rosemary Jackson (rosemaryinsussex@gmail.com) 01903 741644
South Downs Way Warden			    James Tolson (tolsonjab@btinternet.com).......................01798 831181 
Stoolball Club					      Sandra Turner......................................................................01243 821255 
Village Bus					      Philip Greenwood................................................................01798 831803 
Village Lunch Team Leader			    Sandie Conlon (sandie.conlon@btinternet.com).............01798 839320 
Wiggonholt Association				     Janet Aidin (janet@aidin.co.uk).........................................01798 872531

  Now stir the fire, and close the shutters fast

    Let fall the curtains, and wheel the sofa round,

      from Winter Evening, by William Cowper (1731-1800)
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Arunlandscapes Ltd
Arun Landscapes have built a reputation for quality     

and excellence in the garden building industry for over  
25 years.

Our achievements include over 50 medals at RHS shows 
– and more than 30 other national awards. 

        To discuss your garden makeover requirements		
please contact us.

info@arunlandscapes.co.uk or call 01798 831045


